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TO THE SETTLERS 7jV WHA TIS CALLED “ ^ UST1NS COLO- 
JVT,” m TEXAS. 

In order that the settlers, who have been established in Texas, under 
the authority granted by the government, to Mr. Stephen Fuller Austin, 
may fully understand the means by which they obtained admission, and 
procured titles for land in this country, and the nature of those titles; the 
following succinct narrative is presented to them, as an introduction to the 
translations of the several laws, decrees, and contracts, on colonization, 
which follow, in the regular order of their dates. Manuscript translations 
of these documents, have heretofore been made, and published, so far as it 
was practicable to give publicity to them in that shape, and the originals 
have always been open to the inspection of any one, who called at the 
office for that purpose. The earliest, and only opportunity which has ever 
occurred, of publishing them in print, is now embraced. 

The idea of forming a settlement ofNorth Americans in the wilderness of 
/Texas, originated with Mr. Moses Austin, of Misgpuri, and after the con¬ 
clusion of De Onis’s treaty in 1819, efforts were made by him to put mat- ' 
ders in train for an application to the Spanish government in Spain. If 
the application succeeded, it was contemplated to remove a number of 
/families in a body, through Arkansas Territory; and as a preparatory step, 
his son Stephen Fuller Austin, was sent to Long Prairie, on Red River, 
/with some hands &c. for the purpose of opening a farm near the boundary- 
line, which it was thought would be useful, to furnish provisions and afford 
facilities to emigrants; and a resting place, until some preparation could 
be made in the wilderness of Texas.—It was thought that the farm could 
sbe advantageously sold afterwards, or continued as a cotton plantation, 
^should the enterprize totally fail. At that time there were but three fami¬ 
lies at Long Prairie, and Hempstead county had just began to settle. In 
answer to the inquiries of the elder Austin, as to the best mode of laying 
the subject before the Spanish government, he was advised to apply to the 
Spanish authorities qf New Spain. He accordingly undertook the journey 
from Missourito the capital of the province of Texas. The information col¬ 
lected hy the younger Austin, on Red river, had convinced him that the route 
by way of Natchitoches, or by water from N. Orleans was much preferable to 
the one originally contemplated through Arkansas Territory ; which,added 
to the unhealthiness of the situation at Long Prairie, and other circum¬ 
stances, caused an abandonment of the farming project at that place; and 
he met his father atLittle Rock, in the Summer of 1820. It was there ar¬ 
ranged that the fa ther should proceed to the capital of Texas, and the son 
to New Orleans; the former to see what could be done by an application to 
the Spanish authorities of New Spain; and the latter to make some prepar- 





4 


INTRODUCTION. 


atory arrangements in N.Orleans, for facilitating the transportation of fam¬ 
ilies, furnishing supplies, &c. and also, to be ready to proceed to the Ha¬ 
vana in the event of its being necessary to have recourse to the govern¬ 
ment in Spain. 

The elder Austin arrived at Bexar the capital of Texas early in Decem¬ 
ber, 1820, and on presenting himself to the Gov. he received a peremptory - 
order to leave that capital instantly, and the province as soon as he could 
get out of it This order was issued in consequence of the general regula¬ 
tions, thea existing, prohibiting any foreigner from entering the Spanish 
territory, without a specific description of passport. There was no rem¬ 
edy ; and he left the Governor’s house to prepare for bis departure. In 
crossing the public square he accidentally met the Baron de Bastrop, with 
whom he had a slight acquaintance, in the United States, many years pre¬ 
vious. Mr. Austin became a Spanish subject in Upper Louisiana, in 1799, 
and De Bastrop went to the Governor with the documents which he had 
brought with him to prove the fact; a second interview was thus obtain¬ 
ed with the Governor, and after several days deliberation, and consulta¬ 
tions, with the ca’rildo , a memorial was presented by Mr. Austin asking for 
permission to settle three hundred families in Texas; which was sent on 
to the superior government of the Eastern Internal Provinces, strongly re- 
\commended by the local authorities of this Province. 

He left Bexar in January, and'arrived in Missouri in the spring, and 
- immediately set about making the necessary preparations for a removal 
to Texas, as soon as he should hear of the success of his application. 
His preparations, however, were greatly retarded by ill health, and on his 
return in the winter through Texas, he suffered greatly from exposure to 
bad weather, swimming and rafting rivers and creeks, and for want of pro¬ 
visions ; for at that time, Texas was an entire wilderness, from Bexar to 
the Sabine. Nacogdoches and the settlements in its vicinity, had been 
totally broken up, and the inhabitants driven off by the expedition that 
was sent the year before by the Spanish government, against the revolu¬ 
tionists in that quarter. He reached Natchitoches, on his return, much 
afflicted by a severe cold that had settled in his breast, and which termina¬ 
ted in on inflamation that finally ended his existence in Missouri, a few 
days after he had received information of the success of his application. 
He left a request that his son Stephen, should prosecute the enterprize, 
which he had thus commenced, of forming a settlement in Texas. 

Mr. Moses Austin, was a native of Durham, in the state of Connecticut, 
and much distinguished for enterprize and perseverance. At the age of 
twenty he married Miss Maria Brown, in Philadelphia, and soon after estab¬ 
lished a commercial house in Richmond, Virginia, in partnership with his 
brother Stephen, who was at the head of an extensive importing house in 
Philadelphia. They afterwards purchased the lead mines, called Chissel’s 
mines, on New River, Wythe county, Virginia, to which he removed and 
established a regular system of mining and smelting, shot, sheet lead, 
and other factories of lead, for which purpose, miners and mechanics, 
in those branches, were introduced from England; for at that time, manu¬ 
factories of this discription, were in their infancy in the United States.— 
Revolutions, incident to extended commercial business, and to adventur¬ 
ous enterprize, brought on a reverse in both the Philadelphia and Virginia 
houses, and Mr. Moses Austin having received flattering accounts of the 
lead mines of Upper Louisiana, (now Missouri,) he determined to visit 
that distant, and then unknown country. Accordingly having procured 
the necessary passports, from the Spanish Minister, he visited Upper Lour 
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isiana, in 1797, and procured a grant from the Governor General, Baron 
de Caroudelet, for one league of land, including the Muut-a-Burton, lofty 
miles west of St. Genivieve; and after closing all his affairs in the United 
States, he removed his family and a number of others from Wythe county, 
bv a new and almost untried route, down the Kanhaway river, to his new 
erant, in 1799, and laid a foundation for the settlement of what is now cal¬ 
led Washington County, in Missouri. The family of his nephew, Elias 
Batts, was the first, and his own, the second, that ever spent a winter at 
Mine-a-Burton, now Potosi. The early settlers of that place, and count} , 
will bear ample testimony, as to his enterprize, public spirit, and honorable 
character; which qualities, in fact, brought on another reverse of fortune, 
and caused him to turn, with unabated ardor, in the decline of life, to a new 
and hazardous enterprize, in the wilderness of Texas.- It is hoped the 
reader will pardon this digression; it was thought due to the real author o t 
that enterprize, which has led to our location in this country. 

The memorial of Moses Austin was granted on the 17th. of January, 
1921, by the supreme government of the Eastern Internal Provinces ol 
New Spain, at Monterrey. It gave permission to said Austin to introduce 
three hundred families in Texas. A special commissioner was dispatched 
by the Governor of Texas, in conformity with the orders of the Commanu- 
ant General, Don Joaquin de Aredondo, to the Umted States, for the pur¬ 
pose of communicating to Mr. Austin the result of his application, and 
of conducting the said families, in a legal manner, into the country. Phis 
commissioner was Don Erasmo Seguin, a very respectable citizen os ^ 

^sfF. Austin, whowasinNew-Orleans, as before stated, having receiv¬ 
ed information of the arrival of the commissioner, Don Erasmo Seguin, at 
Natchitoches, proceeded to that place, and there heard the death of hia 
father. He then determined to accompany the said commissioner, to Be¬ 
xar, explore the country, and make such further arrangements as might be 
necessary to prosecute the enterprize. He accordingly staifed from Nat¬ 
chitoches, the 5th. July, 1821, with seventeen companions, in company 
with said commissioner, and some other gentlemen from Bexar; amongst 
whom was Don Juan Martin Berrimendi, also a respectable citizen otthat 
place. The whole company arrived at the capital of Texas, on the 10th. 
of August, by the upper or San Antonio road. He was kindly received by 
Governor Martinez, who granted him a general permission to explore tho 
country on the Colorado river, sound its entrance, harbor, Ac. and select 
such a situation as he might consider the most advantageous for the new 
settlement. (2.) 

The Governor requested Austin verbally, to furnish a plan lor the dis¬ 
tribution of land to the new settlers; he accordingly proposed one, which, 
in his opinion, was sufficiently advantageousto the settlers, and at the same 
time, adapted to the wilderness state of the country, which required a 
compact location, to insure safety from the indians. The basis establish¬ 
ed, in the plan proposed was, to give to each head of a family and each single 
man over age, six hundred and forty acres, three hundred and twenty 
acres in addition for the wife, should there be one, one hundred and sixty 

(1.) See the original official document, from Governor Antonio Martin¬ 

ez, to Moses Austin, dated, Bexar, 8th. Feb. 1821, filed in the archives of 
the colony, and recorded on page 3d. of the register, and herein translated. 

(2.) See the original, dated in Bexar, 14<h. August 1821, filed and re¬ 
corded on page 4th. of the register, and herein translated. 
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in r lditi0rl for each ohild f . and ei S ht y acres in addition for each 
tv from the ^?l ffaS f eSe “ tl!d 1B ' vntin S’ and Austin received authori¬ 
ng. 1 governor, to promise tnat quantity to the settiars. 13] He was 
ment°i^hi» 83IOned H > ? rtile ^ Jvernor > t0 take charge of the local govern- 
nient of the new settlement, until it could be otherwise organized. [4] 

Gofed t P t a h? ui h m rf" lfie u aSt of A Au Sast, and from La Bahii now 
the *0th of bepmtember. At the latter place he procured a 
Governor ^ m Vlrt ' le of an « rder to that effect from the 

Governor. His company was now reduced to nine men, the others hav- 
ing returned irom La Bahia to the United States. He explored the ri- 
sv^t Ud fh UP °’ th ? ba > > aad attempted, to follow round the bay 

thinLohe, m ' a h |v , le 9 oIol : ad “i b| A hading that the guide knew no- 
cn^ S v?nt h -nTif’ a ter leaving the Guadalupe, and frequently involved the 
. pany in difficulties amongst the numerous tide inlets; he dismissed 
mm, and bore up north until he struck the road at the crossing of La Ba- 
s. s and explored tne Colorado and Brazos, as far as was practicable, and 
moment to convince him of the ferility of the country on those two rivers; 
and its eligibility for the new settlement. ’ 

I On his return to Louisiana, he published in the newspapers a notice of 
l? 0n r? la i edne f s ® ttleraent i stating, the quantity of land which he 
was authorised by the Governor’s letter of the 19th August, to promise; 

and also stating that each settler must pay him twelve and a half cents 
per acre—be, Austin—taking upon himself all the cost of surveying and all 
otner costs and fees or charges of whatever kind, as well as the translating, 
trouble, and labor of attending to the business, and procuring the titles, &c. 
bant sum was to be paid after receipt of title, in instalments. [51 This 
twelve and a hall cents per acre, was also designed to provide for the de¬ 
fense ot the new settlement against hostile Indians—to furnish supplies to 
aid poor emigrants, and to defray the necessary expences of the local govern¬ 
ment. He also considered that he was justly entitled to a remuneration 
for his labor, and expences, and he run the risk of saving something for him¬ 
self, out of said funds: his father had also expended much time and money 
in the enterprise; besides the fatigue, privations and sufferings of such a 
journey, as that from Potosi, in Misouri, to Bexar and back again; the 
most of it through a wilderness. It was evident that a fund was necessary, 
or the new settlement must fail. A moment’s reflection, shewed the ut¬ 
ter impracticability of attempting to raise it by voluntary contribution, 
or subscription amongst the settlers, and the plan of a tax on each settler 
would have been kindling a volcano, under the cradle of the enterprise. 
There was, m fact, no other safe mode, but to in ike it a matter of volunta¬ 
ry contract, formed amt entered into,, by, and.between Austin on the one 
part, and the settlers on the other; arid in order, to give due notice of said 
contract, to all concerned, it was published in the newspapers, so that each 
might know, before he starte ' from his former residence, to emigrate, on 
what terms he would be received; and the act of applying for admission, as 
(3.) See the Governor’s orginal official letter, dated 19th. August, 1821,* 
filed, and recorded oil page 4th. of the register, and herein translated. 

(4.) See official letter, dated 24th August, 1821, on file, aidrecorded on 
page 4th. of the register, and herein translated. 

(5.) See Louisiana Advertiser, and other papers of that State, and Mis¬ 
sissippi, between the 1st. of October and'last of December, 1821, and also, 
see the original permits, givenby Austin to the first settlers, some of whom, 
probably still retain them. 
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one of the 300 settlers, was an acceptance by the applicant, of the terms of¬ 
fered, and a ratification on his part, of said contract, whether he specially 
signed a bond to that effect, or not. Austin consulted the Governor of 
Texas, on this subject; and after explaining its nature, and objects, he 
asked the opinion of the Govenror, as to whether, the government would be 
likely to interfere with such an arrangement, between him and the settlers. 
The Governor observed, that the govememnt would expect a strict 
compliance, as to the number and description of settlers, but he could see 
no reason, why, it should interfere with any private arrangement, legally, 
and fairly made with them, of the kind indicated. The case was supposed 
that should 900 families apply for admssion, only 300 of them could be 
received, and he should therefore say to them, those who pay me a certain 
sum will be admitted. The opinion was expressed, that if no fraud, or de¬ 
ceptive allurements were held out, to mislead, even such an arrangement, 
as that, freely and voluntarily made, and understood by all parties, would 
not be interfered with, by the government; he observed, however, that it 
was merely a matter of opinion with him, as he could not say what the 
superior government might do, in such cases. Under this view of the mat¬ 
ter, and for the objects of general utility, before explained, Austin adopted 
the plan he did, in regard to the 12 1-2 cents per acre.—This explanation 
is given, because, this subject belongs properly to the history of the land 
titles; and it is one about which, there has been some erroneous impres¬ 
sions. It is very evident that mere speculation was not the object, as some 
have stated, for but little would have been left, at best, after paying the 
expenses of surveying, the office fees, the commissioners fees, the stamp 
paper, and defraying the other necessary expenses;—the object, therefore, 
must have been the general good of all, and not the private speculation of 
one individual. 

In December, 1821, Austin arrived on the river Brazos, at the La Bahia 
road, with the first emigrants, and the new settlement was commenced, in 
the midst of an entire wilderness. Without entering into a detailed history 
of the settlement, and noticing all the difficulties, privations and dangers, 
that were surmounted by the first emigrants; it is sufficient to say, that 
such a detail, would present examples of inflexible perseverance, and for¬ 
titude, on the part of those settlers, which have been seldom equalled, in 
any country, or in any enterprize. (6.) 

(6.) Arrangements were made by Austm in Nov. 1821, to send out, em¬ 
igrants, and supplies of seed com, provisions, tools, &c- by sea, from New 
Orleans; much money was spent, and one vessel, the schooner Lively, 
was lost, without any avail or benefit whatever, to the settlement; for, 
owing to the inaccuracy of the charts, or some other cause, those who 
commanded the first vessels, did not find the appointed place of'rendez- 
vous, the mouth of the Colorado. One cargo which reached that place, 
was destroyed by the Karankaways, in the fall of 1822, soon after it was 
landed, and four men were massacred. These, disappointments compelled 
the emigrants to pack seed corn, from Sabine, or Bexar, and it was very 
scarce at the latter place. They were totally destitute of bread, and salt; 
coffee, sugar* kc. were rememberd and hoped for, at some future day. 
There was no other dependance for subsistence, but the wild game, such as 
buffalo, bear, deer, turkeys, and wild horses (mustangs.) The Indians ren¬ 
dered it quite dangerous, ranging the country, to hunt buffalo; bear were 
very poor and scarce, owing to a failure in the mast, and poor venison, it is 
well known, is the poorest and least nutricious of all the meat kind. Mus- 
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In March, Austin proceeded to Bexar, to make his report to the Govern¬ 
or, where he was informed for the first time, that it would be necessary for 
urn, to proceed, immediately, to the city of Mexico, in order to procure, 
from the Mexican Congress, then in session, a confirmation of the permis- 
sion to Moses Austin, and receive special instructions, as to the distribution 
of land, the issuing of titles, & c. 

It should have been stated before, that Austin received the first positive 

information of the revolution, and plan of Iguala, of the 24th. Feb. 18*1 • 
and of the complete independence of Mexico, on his arrival at Bexar’ 
in August of that year; so that the official acts, of Governor Martinez, 
relative to the new settlement, dated in August, 1821, were from a Govern¬ 
or, of the independent Mexican nation, and not from a Spanish Governor, 
i' or ' th , ls reason, the intimation, as to the trip to Mexico, was totally unex¬ 
pected, and very embarrassing; for not calculating, on any thins; of the 
kind, he had not made the necessary preparations for such a journey, 
rhwe was no time for hesitation: arrangements were made for Mr. Josi- 
ah H. Bel], to take charge of the new settlement, and Austin departed for 

Mexico, a journey of1200 miles, by land. 1 

The Mexican nation, had just sprung into existence. The galling 
chains of Spanish despotism, had been gloriously thrown off, but the neces¬ 
sary restraints of law, system, and local police, had not yet been sufficient¬ 
ly established ; much disorder prevailed in consequence, in many parts of the 
conntry; and the roads were infested in many places, with deserters, and 
iunless bands of robbers. Austin, however, arrived in the great capital 
of this nation, on the 29th. of April, 1822, without any other accident than 
being overhauled, and partially robbed, by a war party of 54 Comanches, 
on the river IS ueces, about 100 miles beyond Bexar. From Monterrey, he 
had one companion, Lorenzo Christie, who had been a captain, in General 
e *P edltlon -. They both disguised themselves, in ragged clothes, 
with blankets, &c. in the same style, so as to pass for very poor men 
who, were going to Mexico, to petition for compensation for services, in 
the revolution. Their passports explained to the several authorities,’ as 
the^obbers ’ Wh ° they Were ’ and many friendl y cautions were given as to 
' ,, National Congress had been in session, since the 24th. of Feb of 
that year. The form of government, as then established, was a limited 
Monarchy, m conformity with the plan of Iguala, and treaty of Cordova* 

te/!? however, were fat, and very abundant, and it is estimated that 

100 of them were eaten, the two first years. The Karankaway Indians, 
were very hostile on the coast; the Wacos and Tawakanies, were equally 
so, in the interior, and committed constant depredations. Parties of Tan- 
kaways, Lepans, Beedies, &c. were intermingled with the settlers; thev 
were beggarly, and insolent, and only restrained the first two years, by 
presents, forbearance, and policy; there was not force sufficient to awe 
them. One imprudent step with these indians, would have destroyed the 
settlement; and-the settlers deserve as much credit for their forbearance, 
during the years, ’22 and ’23, as for their fortitude. In ’24, the force of 
the settlement justified a change of policy, and a party of Tankaways, 
were tied and whipped, in presence of their chiefs, for horse stealing! 
.Long details cannot now be given, and this note is inserted merely to give 
a general idea, of what must have been the difficulties, privations, and 
settlTment * Ch b ' tobe borac aad ove rcomc, during the first years of the 
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and the Spanish constitution was, provisionally adopted. The Executive 
Department was administered by a regency, of which, the Generalissimo, 
Don Augustin Iturbide, was President. The state of political affairs in 
the capital, at this time, was very unsettled. Generals Victoria, and Bravo, 
and several other republican leaders of tank, who had been imprisoned by 
Iturbide, in November, for opposing his ambitious designs, had escaped 
from confinement, not long before; serious dissections had already arisen 
between the Generalissimo and Congress; the regency were divided, and 
in discord amongst themselves; Yanez,one of its principal, and most lib¬ 
eral members, having had a personal-dispute of great warmth, with ltur- 
bide, during one of the sittings, in which the terms “traitor,” “ usurper,” &c. 
Wdre mutually passed; the friends of liberty were greatly alarmed, at the 
ascendancy which the 'Generalissimo had acquired, over the military, 
and lower class of the populace; and every thing indicated an approacii- 
ingcrisis. Accordingly, on the night of the 18th. of May, the soldiery, and 
populace, headed by sergeants, and Corporals, proclaimed Iturbide, Empe- 
Tor. It was a night of violence, confusion, and uproar. The 700 bells, 
of the city, pealing from the steeples of monasteries, convents, and church¬ 
es; the firing of cannon, and musketry, from the different barracks; and 
the shouts of the populace, in the streets, proclaimed to the true friends of 
freedom, that a few common soldiers, in union with a city mob, had taken 
it upon themselves to decide the destiny of Mexico, and to utter the 
'voice of the nation. The session of congress on the 19th. was held, sur¬ 
rounded with bayonets; and the man, who was thus proclaimed by a rab¬ 
ble, amidst darkness and tumult, was declared by a decree of the majority 
of that body, to be Emperor of Mexico. 

In such a state of political affairs, all that a person could do, who had 
business to transact with government, was to form acquaintances, try to 
secure friends, and wait for a favorable opportunity. Austin adopted this 
course, and devoted the principal part of his time, to studying the Spanish 
language; for when he arrived in Mexico, he labored under the disadvan¬ 
tages of being a foreigner, a total stranger, and ignorant of the language 
of the country, except what little he had acquired in his first trip, to Bex¬ 
ar, and On his journey to the capital. 

On examination into the state of his colonization business, he found that 
the regency had decided, that the Governor of Texas, Martinez, was not 
sufficiently authorized to stipulate what quantity of land the new settlers, 
weretoget; as he did, by his letter to Austin, of 19th. August, 1821, and 
f that this point, must be settled by a law of congress: for which purpose, 
all the documents relative to said new settlement were transmitted by the 
, regency, to congress. This at once explained the reason, why Governor 
Martinez, urged Austin, to go to Mexico, for he was doubtless, well aware, 
that in the thpn existing state of political affairs, nothing would be done in 
the business, unless some one was present to attend to it. 

Austin, endeavored to procure the dispatch of his business by means of 
a special law, but found it to be impracticable, owing to several petitions, 
having been presented for colonies, which gave rise to an idea, among the 
members, that a general colonization law ought to be passed, and that all 
should be placed on the same footing; (7) nothing, therefore, could be 
done, until such a general law was enacted. A standing committee, on 

• _ (7.) Among the petitions on colonization, that were presented at this 
rime, was one by General James Wilkinson, and another from the Nash¬ 
ville Company, Ten. This latter netitioa was not finally dispatched. 
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colonization, had been appointed, previous to his arrival in. the city* to 
which his business was referred. This committee made some progress, 
j. SR . in S *-he basis of a law; but the coronation, on the 21st. July - 
■ the dissensions between the emperor, and congress; the general alarml 
amogst the liberal members, at tbe strides of the former, towards absolute 
. power; the events which grew out of the violent proceedings of the 26th. 
August, when fourteen, of the principal members of congress, were seized 
in their beds, and imprisoned; added to the necessary attention to the rev* 
enue, and financial departments, and to national affairs, generally, pre¬ 
cluded any advancement in a matter, which was considered to be so com* 
unimportant, as a new settlement, amongst barbarous savages. 
1~09 miles distant, in the wilderness of Texas. Notwithstanding the 
many embarrassments, however, which retarded the business, the commit- 
tee, on colonization, reported a general colonization law ; the discussion 
i of which, had proceeded, in detail, to within three articles of the end; 
when on the 31st. of October, congress was turned out of doors, by an 


0.1 me oisi. Oi WCLODCT, congress was turned out of doors, by an 
i armed force, acting under a decree of the emperor, which declared that 
j congress was_ dissolved, and vesting the legislative power of the nation, in 
f a Junta. Iastituyente, whose members were all nominated by himself. This 
event, of course, threw back the colonization law to its first stage; all had 
to be began de novo ; a new colonization committee was appointed, a new 
law was reported, though not differing much from the former; which final¬ 
ly passed, and was approved by the, emperor, and promulgated pn the 4th. 
qf Jan. 1823. 

Thus, eight months, after his arrival in the capital, Austin had the satis¬ 
faction of finding himself advanced one step; a colonisation law was enact¬ 
ed* and promulgated. The next step, was to procure the dispatch of his bu¬ 
siness, frqrp the executive, a task, which at first promised to be almost 
a3 difficult to accomplish, as the other had been owing to the excitement 
which was daily becoming more open and manifest, against the arbitrary- 
proceedings qf the emperor, whioh portended another revolution, and of 
course, a further suspension of all business of an individual nature. For¬ 
tunately, however, the minister of exterior and interior relations, Don 
Jose Manuel Herrera, and the sub-minister of the same department, Don 
Andres Quintana, were both men of liberal and enlightened principles, 
and so far as the then existing state of politics, would permit, they were fa¬ 
vorable to the emigration of foreigners. The dispatch of individual af¬ 
fairs apoertaining to the interior, or hopie department, was principally 
Confided to.the -sub-minister, Quintana. The captain general ofthe Inter¬ 
nal Provinces, Don Anastacio Bustamante, (now vice president of the na¬ 
tion,) within whose command Texas was included, also took a very lib¬ 
eral and enlightened view, of the advantages which would result to the 
Ration, from settling the wilderness of Texas, to which he wgs very favor¬ 
ably inclined : also a number of the members of the Ju nta Iastituyente , apd 
of the council of state, were favorably disposed towards the enterprize; 
added to all which, the claims of Austin, on the attention and justice of 
government, were strong and incontrovertible. He came into Teifas, with 
the emigrant settlers, in virtue of a permission, legally granted to his fa¬ 
ther, by the competent Spanish authorities, previous to the change of 
government; he was also officially conducted into the country, by a com¬ 
missioner, expressly appointed by the Governor of Texas, for that purpose; 
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and on his arrival at the capital of that province, he was officially received, 
and recognized by Governor Antonio Martinez, after the change ofgovern- 
ment- and officially authorized by that functionary of the independent 
Mexican nation, to proceed with the settlement; the amount of land to 
be distributed to each settler, was stipulated; and he, (Austin) was ap¬ 
pointed to administer, provisionally the local government of the- new set¬ 
tlement. He had also been detained, nearly a year, in Mexico, on this 
business. These circumstances, enabled him to bnng the matter before 
the council of state, in a shape, which procured its speedy and favorable 
disnatch, bv that body, who reported their opinion relative to it, on the 
14* of JaiTOaTyT and on tftrr8thTbf February, 1823, the minister Andres 
Quintana, issued the emperor’s final decree on the subject. This decree 
was conformable, in general, to the advice given to the emperor, by the 
council, in their report, tho’ not exactly, in every particular. (8.) > 


siarrea onxne zju. uixcu. uu,, — - 

the city, relative to the progress of the revolution, against the emper 
which convinced all reflecting men, that a great political change, ol soi 
kind, was near at hand. , , „ 

On the 2d December, General Santana, who commanded at Ve-rn- 
Crnz, raised the standard of opposition, to the arbitrary proceedings of' 
Iturbide, and on the 6th, in union with the civil authority of that city, he 
published a “ plan the basis of which, was the re-union of the same con¬ 
gress, whose members had been dispersed by the arbitrary order of the em¬ 
peror, on the 31st October ; and that its deliberations should be free from 
military restraint. General Victoria suddenly appeared from the retreat, 
where he had remained concealed, since his flight from Mexico, m Feb. 
1822; and joined the congressparty. A severe, though not decisive battle, was 
fought at'Xalapa, on the 21st of Dec’r. between Santana and the imperial 
troops in which the former failed to get possession of that town . Gen¬ 
erals Guerrero and Bravo, also retired suddenly from the capital, and 
took the field in favor of congress, at the head of the guerrillas, in Oaxaca, 
and towards Acapulco; and on the 2d February, the army that was be¬ 
sieging Santana in Vera Cruz, under the command of General Fchavarri, 
revolted in a body from the emperor, and forming a junction with the be¬ 
sieged, declared itl favor ol congress, and published another plan, similar 
to that of Santana’s called the plan of Cam Mata. These events gave 
great impulse to the revolution, which spread through the province of 
Vera Cruz, Puebla, Oaxaca, and parts of Mexico. Vivanco, the Captam- 
General of Puebla, declared in favor of congress ; and owing to his populari¬ 
ty with the soldiers, was appointed Commander-m-Cbief of the “Libera¬ 
ting Army,” All the other parts of the nation, however, had thus far ap¬ 
peared to remain quiet, and in favor of theEmpeTor: though a general 
anxiety, suspense and excitement, had prevailed since Santana’s defec¬ 
tion ; which was daily, becoming more intense, and tending towards a deci¬ 
sive crisis. On the 19th February, the Minister, Jose Manuel Herrera, secret- 
ly fled from the oapital, and concealed himself so effectually, that he w as 
supposed to be dead for two years afterwards. And on the 2Gtb and 21st 
information was circulated in the city, of the general defection from the 

(8.) See the report ofthe imperial council, and the decree of the Em¬ 
peror, on file in the archives, and recorded on pages 7, 8, 9, of the register', 
the decree only is translated. 
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! he na ?T’ *’hich had heretofore remained pas- 
ve, and IturDide began to be publicly spoken of as an usurper; and some 
Were ol opinion that all his acts would be annulled by congress. This 
.would have thrown Austin back to where he started the year before: and 
>n! aS h i e Ore n 0lmp0rtan ! amatter ' t0 be Jeft unattended to.-He 
snm* ^era! Dwyers, and other persons of information on the subject: 
some gave the opinion that all acts of the government de facto, of such an 
individual nature as this where the rights and interest of individuals 
erafn rf re c ?"° erned ’ wuhout bein S ^^ny way connected with the gen- 
thn t d i h ^ o vernme “t) Or nation, would be good; and others thought 

that it would be safer to obtain the sanction of congress. It was suffi¬ 
cient for Austin, that any doubt appeared to exist; and he determined 
to suspend hisjourney to Texas, ami wait the meeting of congress, which 
it was now evident, must soon take place. 

_ Early m February, the Emperor marched out of the city in person* at 
t , ‘ l r tr ° fi ps h i e COuld collect ’ and occupied a Station at the 

Iztapaluca, five leagues, on the road to Puebla. Finding how- 
whT’h GOuld " ot re) y "P° n hi3 troops, and that the opposing force, 

Si?.’ approaching on the Puebla road, under Vivanco, greatly ex¬ 
ceeded his, and was daily augmenting by desertions fromh,s own army- 

on both s de to C t eSS ?°"p‘ h0 ' tU j tieS ’ a “ d commissioners were appointed 
M.! ’ 1 } rhe said commissioners met, at the village of 

Mesicansingo, a few leagues out of the capital, and agreed in substance : 
tha ’cnn^T S ?? uld retlr ° to Tac ubaya, three leagues from the city; 

■ ,f,K U i d ccnvene, as soon as its dispersed members could te 
• collected; and that all parties should, unconditionally submit, to what¬ 
ever congress might dictate ; neither, to have any troops in the city, and 
.the necessary guards to keep order, were to be placed under the direction 
ilfbh ? f V1 authority i until congress met. Both parties complied 
u Th ?h ty ‘ ^Congress convened, and on the 29th. of March, decided: 
•1st. That the sovereign constituent congress, of the Mexican nation, was 
in legal session there being 103 members present* which was a ma orit7of 
the whole number, an J that its deliberations were entirely free from all 
military, or other forcible restraint—2nd. That the executive power of 
Mexico, which had existed since the 19th. of May 1822, up to that time, 
had ceased—3d. That this decree, should be communicated, to the su- 
preme executive power, which would be established by congress, for its 
publicafon &c. On the 31st. congress decreed, that tfe executive 
■M tborit y , of tbe Mexican nation, should be provisionally deposited in 
L b «pH y ’fT 10 sh0u r st 7 led ’ the Supreme Executive Poicer, and be com- 
posed of three individuals, &c. On the same day, the three persons who 
were to compose the executive, were elected by congress, to wit, Nicholas 
rinAttt a UP ° Vl , ct ° na ’ ? l ? d Pedro Celestino Negrette; and Jose Ma- 
♦^11^ h ? ’ and Miguel Dominguez, were elected supernumeraries, 
fi , U t be Places of any of the others, who might be absent, until their ar¬ 
rival. (9.) An entirely new* organization, of the different branches of 
the government, now took place. On the 8th. of April, congress decreed, 
that the coronation of Don Augustin de Iturbide, was an act of violence, 
and force, and was null; anil consequently, that the re signation of the 

[9.J See the above decree, on pa ge s93, and 94, vol. 1st.of the “coleccion 

tlinL d i e T t0S A ° 7d / nM dd Soherano Congreio eonstituyente Mexicana 
18*5 ^ ° rder ° f con S reS3 ' tbe government’s press, city of Mexico, 
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crown, tendered by him, on the 19th of March, could not be considered by 
congress, and that the hereditary succession, and all titles emanating from 
said coronation were null; and all the acts of the last government, from 
the 19th. May 1822, to the 29th. March, 1823, were illegal, and subject to 
be revised, confirmed, or revoked, by the government, now established; 
and finally, said decree banished Iturbide, from the Mexican territory for¬ 
ever ; but assigned him a salary, of $25,000 annually, (provided he resided 
in some part of Italy,) and fixed a pension of $8000, annually, on his fami¬ 
ly after his death. (10.) 

In consequence of the decree of 8th April, Austin presented a memorial 
to congress, together with the concession, which he had obtained uom 
the last government on the 18th February; and petitioned congress to con¬ 
firm said concession, or dispose of it as that body might deem proper. On 
the 11th April, congress passed a decree, refering said memorial and con¬ 
cession, to the supreme executive power, to be confirmed by that power,. 
should it have no objections to said confirmation; said decree, also sus¬ 
pended, for the future, the law of colonization, passed by the junta insti- 
tuyente , the 4th of January, 1823, until a new resolution of congress, on the 
subject. [11] On the 14th of April, the supreme executive power, issued a 
decree in virtue of the act of congress, above mentioned, by which, that pow- ' 
er confirmed in full, the concession granted to Austin by the imperial go¬ 
vernment, on the 18th of February, 1823; and said decree was circulated 
by the Minister of Interior and Exterior Relations, Don Garcia Illueca, to 
the Captain-General of the Internal Provinces; aud a certified copy of it 
was delivered to Austin.[12J 

Thus, after one year’s detention and exertions in Mexico, Austin, at last, 
bad the satisfaction of leaving there, with his business dispatched and 
confirmed, by all the governments, which had ruled the Mexican nation, 
during the said year; and as the last confirmation, was by the Sovereign 
Constituent Congress, whose members were the acknowledged, and legal 
representatives of the people ofthe nation, there could no shadow of doubt 
remain, as to the legality, and validity of his concession; and on the 28th. 
day of April, he departed from the capital. 

On his arrival at Monterrey, the capital of the eastern internal provm- : 
ces, he presented a consultation to the Commandant General, Don Felipe j 

[10.] See said decree, page 108, vol. 1st of the “coleccion,” before cited. 
The Emperor issued a proclamation, convening the same congress, he had 
■dispersed, and a part of the members met on the 7th. of March, though 
not a quorum; they therefore did no business, and adjourned from day to 
day, until the 29th. when a quorum met; on the 19th. Iturbide sent to 
Congress his abdication of the throne, on the 30th. he left Tacubayafor 
Tulansingo, under a strong guard, commanded by General Bravo; who 
escorted him from there to Antigua, near Vera Cruz, where he was em¬ 
barked, on the 11th. of May, on board an English vessel, for Italy. From 
Italy, he proceeded to London, and made preparations for returning to 
Mexico; in consequence of which, on the 28th of April,.1824, congress 
passed a decree of outlawry against him. He landed at Soto Marina, 
14th. July, 1824. in disguise, and was arrested and shot, at Padilla, on the 
19th of that month, at 6 o’clock, P. M. 

[11.] See said decree, page 110, vol. 1st. of the “coleccion” before cited, 
and recorded on page 10, ofthe register—Translated. 

[12.1 See said decree, on file and recorded on page 10. of register— 
Translated. 

D 
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delaGarza, requesting special instructions, and copies of the laws, fof 
the administration of the local government, of the new colony, which was 
committed to his charge, in general terras, by the decree of the supreme 
\ government, of 18th. of Feb. 1823. This consultation was transmitted by 
the Commandant General, to the provincial deputation of Nueva Leon, 
Coahuila, and Texas, then in session, in that city; who decreed in sub- 
/ stance, that Austin’s authority, under the said decree of 18th of Feb. was full, 
\ and ample, as to the administration of justice, and of the civil local go¬ 
vernment of the colony; and the command of the militia; and that his 
grade or rank as a militia officer, should be Lieutenant Colonel; that he 
could make war on the Indian tribes, who were hostile and molested the 
settlement; that he could introduce, by the harbor of Galveston, such 
supplies of provisions, &c. as might be necessary for the settlement in its 
infancy; in short, that he should preserve good order, and govern the col¬ 
ony in all civil, judicial, and military matters, according to the best of 
, his abilities, and as justice might require, until the government was other¬ 
wise organized, and copies of laws were furnished, rendering to the govern¬ 
or of Texas an account of his acts, or of any important event that might 
occur, and being himself subject to him, and the Commandant General. 
The local government was thus committed to him, with the most extensive 
powers, but without any copies oflaws, or specific instructions whatever, 

- for his guide: the act of the deputation, therefore, left the matter, in sub- 
, stance, precisely where the decree of 18th. of Feb. had placed it. [13.] 

On the 16th. of July, theGovernor of Texas, Don Luciano Garcia, ap¬ 
pointed the Baron de Bastrop, commissioner, on the part of the government, 
to survey the lands for the settlers of the new colony, and in union with 
Austin, to issue titles to each one, in the name of the government, con¬ 
formably to the decree of 18th. Feb. 1823. [14.] The said Gov. by an official 
act, dated the 26th. July, also gave the name of San Filipe de Austin, to 
the town, which was to be laid off for the capital of the new colony. [15.] 
In August, Austin arrived in the colony, in company with the commis¬ 
sioner, Baron de Bastrop. [16.] The settlement was nearly broken up, 
in consequence of his long detention in Mexico, and emigration had to¬ 
tally ceased. Many of the first emigrants had returned, and a number of 
those who started from the United States, for this settlement, had stopped 
on the Ayesh Bayou, and round Nacogdoches, or on the Trinity; and by 
this means, the settlement of those sections of country, was commenced. 
Such arrangements were made by the commissioner, Bastrop, as were ne- 


(13.) See said consultation and proceedings thereon, on file, a nd record- 
' ed on pages 10, 11, 12, of the register; not translated, because, its sub¬ 
stance is stated above. 

(14.) See said commission on file and recorded on page 13, of the regis¬ 
ter—translated. 

(15.) See official letter on the subject, on file and recorded on page 14, 
of the register. 

[16.] See official letter of the commissioner, Bastrop, to James Cum¬ 
mins, Alcalde of Colorado, dated at Castleman’s, on that river, August, 5th. 
1823, relative to the new colony, and to Austin’s authority. After which 
said commissioner, and Austin, proceeded to the house J. H. Bell, alcalde 
of the Brazos, and gave the sa ne information to the inhabitants there, 
by which acts, they both entered into their respective offices and duties. 
Page 15, register—translated. . 
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eessary, and be then returned to Bexar, to fill his station, as a member of 
the deputation of Texas. 

In 1824, the commissioner, Bastrop, again returned to the colony,, and 
in union with Austin, issued the titles to the settlers, for the lands which 
had been surveyed up to that time; [17.] but as the said Bastrop, had been 
elected a member of the legislature of the state of Coahuila and Texas, 
just established, he could not remain long enough, to complete the surveys, 
and titles for the whole of said 300 families, all of whom had by this time 
emigrated, and were in the country. He therefore departed for Saltillo, 
in September, and left a part of the titles unfinished, which, together with 
the other unfinished business of the colony, was completed by the commis¬ 
sioner Gasper Floris, who was specially commissioned for that purpose, by 
the Lieutenant Governor of the state of Coahuila and Texas, Don Victor 
Blanco, then exercising the duties of Governor. [18.] 

By referring to the 23d. article ofthe law of 4th. January, 1823,it will 
be seen that the lands granted under that law, in virtue of the concession 
of the 18th. February, of the same year, aresubject to the condition of 
being cultivated by the grantee, within two years from the date of the title, 
and the same condition is also inserted in each of the titles; which con¬ 
dition being complied with, the title is unconditional, clear, absolute, and 
inviolable, as will be seen by examining said law, and particularly the 
22nd. article. 

As -regards the limits of the old colony, it will be seen by reference to 
the concession of the emperor of 18th. Febuary, 1823, that specific limits, 
were not considered necessary, because the colony would be composed of 
the lands occupied by said 300 families. The rambling disposition of the 
emigrants, dispersed them from the east bank of Labaca, to the east side 
of Sap Jacinto , and from the sea shore to the upper or San'TLntemd'roaid, 
an5 Iand’’was "granted to them in those limits. All the vacant lands that 
remained after supplying the settlers and the empresario with their por¬ 
tions, was of course the public land of the nation. This dispersed settle¬ 
ment of the emigrants, rendered the task of locating, protecting, and 
governing them, much more difficult and expensive, than it otherwise 
would have been ; and it was only tolerated on the ground, that, if the 
settlers could sustain themselves from Indian attacks, (and they thought 
they could,) a scattered settlement, within reasonable bounds, would ulti- 
matily be of more advantage to the nation, than if the emigrants had all 
been huddled together; for it disseminated facilities for the establishment 

[17.] See official letter of Jose Antonio Saucedo, Political chief ofTexas, 
dated 23d. June, 1824, recorded page 15, register, to Austin, transcribing 
bis letter to the alcaldes, informing them that the commissioner, Bastrop, 
had come on, to issue the titles to the settlers, “so soon as they should pay 
the fees , established , by the fee bill , which he circulated while here ,” which 
was on the 20th. May, of that year; by which fee bill, the whole expen- 
ces on a league of land were fixed at $165. It was owing to Austin, that 
this order was not rigidly enforced ; and that the titles were issued with¬ 
out paying any thing down, except by those who it was known, had it to 
spare; and that notes were taken for said fees, at long annual payments, 
and that many who are poor have not been sued on their notes, even to 
this day. Also, see his official letters, dated 22nd. June, on same subject, 
and relative to Stamp paper, —same page—translated. 

[18.] See the commission of Gasper Floris, dated, 7th. February, 1827, 
recorded page 16, register—translated. 
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of new emigrants, hereafter, over an extensive tract of country. The 
good policy of this scattering system, is now daily proved: corn, pork, &c. 
can now be had in every direction, without the trouble of distant trans- 

E ortation. It is, however, also attended with inconveuiencies which' 
ardy enterprize alone would submit to. 

The foregoing narrative, with an examination of the documents refer¬ 
red to, will, it is believed, be suificient to explain to the settlers of the first 
colony bow, and under what autnority they originally came into this 
country; the delays growing out of the revolutionary state of political 
affairs, and other circumstances, that were beyond the control of Austin, 
which embarrassed the progress of the settlement in its first stages; the ex¬ 
ertions made by him to remove those embarrassments, and procure titles 
for the settlers; and finally, the nature and validity of these titles. 

1 ' As regards the local government of the colony, it will be suificient to state, 
that Austin, finding on his return from Mexico, that it would be impossible 
for him to attend to the land business of the settlers, and the civil affairs 
of the local government, and also to attend in person, to the administration 
of justice, through all its perplexing details, in every small case that might 
occur; continued the two alcalde’s districts, into which the settlement 
had been previously divided, by order of the Governor of Texes, Jose Felix 
Trespalacios, and likewise formed some additional ones, directing that an 
alcalde or justice, should be elected by the people in each; he gave these al- 
caldesjurisdiction to $200, with an appeal to him, as the judge of the colony, 
on all sums over $25. He also formed a code of provisional regulations, in 
civil and criminal matters, which was approved by the Governor of 
Texas. These are no longer in force, but it is considered necessary to 
preserve them, and they are therefore attached to the end of this pamphlet. 
The colony was governed by said regulations, up to the 1st. of February, 
1828, when the ayuntainiento was established, a constitutional alcalde 
elected, and the provisional government under Austin, entirely ceased. 
He had, however, more than a year previous to that time, delegated all 
the superior judicial authority to a court, which was composed of the 
seven alcaldes of the colony, united in session three times a year, at the 
.capital of the colony. 

v In the month of September, 1824, Mr. Samuel M. Williams, was appoint¬ 
ed by Austin, Secretary of the local government of the colony, which ap¬ 
pointment was approved by the Governor of Texas, and since that time, he 
has discharged the duties of that office with a degree of fidelity and industry, 
which justly entitles him to the approbation and confidence of the inhabit¬ 
ants oi this settlement. Austin not having the means of paying him a 
compensation equal to his services, he. has labored without an adequate 
salary; and the perquisites, which he has received in five years, would not 
have supported him one. The land and other records of this colony, pre¬ 
sent abundant evidence of his neatness and accuracy; and the register, 
or record book, in which the land documents, and tide deeds, are record¬ 
ed, will forever afford proof, of the labor, care, and precaution, that have 
been devoted for the perpetuation of those important documents. It will 
be remembered, that this labor, the formation of the register, was gratui¬ 
tous on the part of Austin, and the Secretary Williams: Neither of them 
have ever received one cent of compensation for it. The former, consid¬ 
ered it necessary for the future security of the settlers, that the records 
should be placed in such a shape, as would render them less liable to be 
lost or defaced, than they would be, in their original state; for agreeably 
to the mode of issuing "the titles, each one was on a separate and loose 
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sheet of stamp paper, the original being retained in the office as the record, 
and a certified copy issued to the interested person. It is evident, that 
records kept in that way, would be liable in tune, to wear out, and be to¬ 
tally destroyed, even if they were not misplaced, and lest any difficulties 
should arise from this, Austin, petitioned the government ot the state, that 
an order might h* issued from the competent authority, for the transfer ot 
all the records of the colony, that were on loose sheets of paper, into a 
large bound register or record book. 'The said order, .was accordingly is r 
sued, prescribing, particularly, the mode of making such transfer, and der 
daring that documents thus transferred, should have the same validity 
in Jaw, as the originals. The mode of trau.-ler was, that each document 
should be copied into said register, and then compared, word for word, 
with the original, by the commissioner, Gaspar Flores, the empresario 
Austin, and the Alcalde of the jurisdiction; all of whom should certify 
that each document was truly .copied from the original, and then sign 
their names with two witnesses. (19.) This was an immense labor; lor, 
independent of the documents and title deeds, it also included the plot ot 
each tract, at the end ofthe title Austin paid the surveyor, betb ingram- 
at the rate of five dollars per day, for this part ot the work. 

It will be seen by an examination of the authority that was vested in 
Austin relative to the local government of the colony, that it was exten¬ 
sive and without clearly defined limits, except submission to the Governor 
of Texas, and the Commandant General; and that consequently the de¬ 
cree of moral, as well as personal responsibility, which rested upon him in¬ 
dividually, was co-extensively great. Had he been furnished with laws 
and fixed rules fora guide; his responsibility would have depended on his 
observance of, or departure from those laws or fixed rules; but placed qs he 
was, a peculiar or prejudiced view of his acts, by his superiors, might have 
involved him in total ruin or unmerited disgrace. It will also be seen that 
no salary or allowance whateyer was assigned him, to defray the exnen- 
cesof the local government, all of which consequently had to be borne by 
himself, and which in this jurisdiction were many, owing to its peculiar 
situation with respect to the Indians, and also for the want of regular sol¬ 
diers, for expresses, guards, &c., as well as many other expences, besides 
those of the office, and the secretary’s salary. It will also be remember¬ 
ed that Austin contracted with the government to introduce a certain 
number of families, for which he was to receive as a premium, a certain 
quantity of land; but he was not bound in any manner by that contract, 
to take upon himself the labor, responsibility and expence of the local 
government; and had he refused to have done it, and some other person 
had been appointed, for that purpose, it would not in any way, have in¬ 
terfered with his right to premium land. Sothat itwas m fact, altogether 
gratuitous on his part, so far as depended on his contract with the govern¬ 
ment, to undertake that labor or not, as he pleased. Why then did he 
accept of so heavy and expensive a charge?—-He accepted it because rt 
was necessary for the advancement of the colony, that some one should do 
so; and no one would have accepted it without a.comrensation; he con¬ 
sidered that he was bound by the original contracts, which he thought 
were fairly and publicly made, between him and the settlers, previous tp 
the commencement of the colony, as heretofore stated: to be at all the 
labor and expence of procuring the titles, and advancing the settlement, so 

[19.] See said order on file^-recorded page 2nd. register—translated. 
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far as it lay in his power, by his individual exertions; calculating that 
the settlers would never wish to evade the payment stipulated on their 
parts, when they saw that he had complied, and more than complied on 
his; for he promised them lands by hundreds of acres, and they have re¬ 
ceived it by thousands-, league tracts were granted to them by the govern¬ 
ment, in place of the sections promise ! by Austin. His expectations, 
however, were all disappointed, the original contracts passed away; 
and the colony was dragged forward amidst pecuniary embarrassments 
and poverty, with the fatal weight of internal opposition superadded to 
its other difficulties. 

Some misunderstanding has heretofore existed in regard to the payments 
on land in this colony. For instance, it has been stated by those who 
knew nothing of the law, or of the subject: that Austin sold the land to the 
settlers; that he exacted from them what he had no right by law to exact; 
that he was speculating on the settlers, &c. &c.—Never has he asked one 
settler to pay him one cent in virtue of the colonization, or any other law, 
except the law of mutual good faith, between man and man, intbeir pri¬ 
vate and individual dealings. He entered into a fair and equitable con¬ 
tract with them, in a public and open manner, in 1821, binding himself to 
»do certain things for their benefit; to wit—to receive them in the number of 
■’the 300 families, which he was authorised to introduce, and settle in Texas; 
/ a orivilege which, at that time, was not, and never before had been grant- 
I e l, to any other foreigners, except individual cases, under peculiar circum- 
{ stances, and obtained by the most powerful patronage ; and one which was 
1 not, in 1 could not be legally granted to any others, except to said 300 fami- 
[• lies, until after the oassing of the national colonization law of 18th August, 
j 1824, and the state law of 25th March, 1825; up to that time, there 
E was no colonization law, and no authority whatever, in any other per¬ 
son to limit emigrants; for the same act of congress of the 11th April, 
1823, which confirmed this privilege to Austin, closed the door as to all 
others, by suspending the law of4th. January, 1823. True it is, that emi¬ 
grants did come in previous to the passing of the law of 18th. August, 1824, 
or that of the state law of 1825, who stopped on the Ayesh Bayou, round 
Nacogdoches, and on Trinity; but they have not yet obtained titles, 
•and were liable to be driven off, by the government. Those who will 
take the trouble to inquire, may see that Austin, at an early day, inform¬ 
ed the government, that many of those settlers came into the country in 
consequence of his publications in the United States, relative to the 300 
families, and had stopped where they were, owing to his long detention in 
Mexico, and the consequent discouraging reports about his settlement; 
and that, therefore, they were innocent of any intention to intrude, ille- 
' gaily into the country. —He agreed to procure for said three hundred fami¬ 
lies titles for a certain juantity of land, and deliver them to the settlers 
at his own cost, he being at all the exnence and labor of petitioning, trans¬ 
lating, surveying, managing their affairs with government, and all other 
expeaces of a necessary and public nature, for the advancement of the 
colony: for all which, they, on their parts, stipulated, in the manner 
before stated, to pay him twelve and a half cents per acre, to be paid in 
instilments, in pro luce of the country, after receipt of title. His great 
object and ambition were, and always have been, to succeed with the en- 
terorize, which he believed he could not do, without the aid of funds. He 
_also believed that the above contracts, ooened the only safe means ofrais 
'ing them ; an 1 they also presente 1 to him a distant pros >ect of refunding 
to him the money he had to spend in the outset, before he could call on 
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the settlers for any payments; for he had no right to make such call until 
after the titles were delivered; and consequently, all the risk of money, 
labor, and character, was run by him alone, until he completed the busi¬ 
ness. Because, had he failed in the enterprize, he woujd have lost all— 
the character of a visionary or wild speculator would have been given to 
him by many, and some would have considered that a failure was a crime, 
or evidence of a want of industry or capacity ; which to a certain degree, 
must have injured his prospects in any other business; &to this heavy ac¬ 
count, was to be superadded, the time, expeuces, and sufferings, of his fa¬ 
ther. Under the faith of thosfe contracts, therefore, he abandoned all pros¬ 
pects in the United States,some of which were flattering; undertook the 
enterpize, and devoted himself to a life of toil, and privations, in a wilder¬ 
ness. He also made engagements in 1821, which, added to other pecun¬ 
iary embarrassments, growing out of this coionization business, has kept- 
him too poor even to afford the means of living with that decency which 
would be expected from the head of such an enterprize as this; and which, j 
in fact, the respectability of the settlement itself, would seem to reqifire; * 
and if what land he has acquired, (and he has but little else,) was valued 
at its present rates, he is now nearly insolvent. Other men, who have 
never had any other trouble than to attend to their private affairs and to 
receive their titles, have derived more benefit from his labors than he has. 
—As regards his selling land to settlers: the idea of an empresario, under 
the colonization law, selling the land of this nation, is so absurd, that it 
would be an insult to the understanding of those who can read that law, 
even to refute it.—There never have been any payments made to him under 
the original contracts, although many offered it; but those contracts were 
interfered with in a manner, which rendered it doubtful whether they 
could have been generally enforced, without jeopardizing the principal 
motive which had stimulated him to perseverein the enterprize, which was¬ 
te settle the country and not merely to make a speculation. Had the latter 
been his object, he certainly would have made a totally different use of the 
extensive powers that were placed in his hands, than spending his life in a 
wilderness, harrassed by constant cares & perplexities. He, therefore, would 
not accept of a compliance ofthe original contracts, from any one, unlessit 
was also exacted from all; thus, those contracts pased away forever; and 
the payments on the land titles were regulated by the Political Chief or Go¬ 
vernor of Texas, by a fee bill which he published the 20th of May, 1824: 
those payments were for the Commissioner’s fees, office fees, stamp paper, 
surveying fees, &c. A considerable number of the settlers have never to 
this day paid those fees, that part of them who are too poor have never 
been called on. The portion of their fees which had to be promptly paid 
before they could have gotten a title, has been raised for them by Austin, 
out ol other means. He has himself, been their translator, their agent, 
and done all their business for them, even in some cases, to the select ¬ 
ing and locating their lands, apd has delivered their deeds to them; for all 
which, he has received from some of them, murmurings and abuse. It can, 
however, be truly said, to the honor ofthe North American character, that 
the murmuring part of the settlers is limited to a very small number, and it 
is to be hoped that what has appeared to be ingratitude, even in them, has 
arisen solely, from not understanding the subject, rather than from disposi¬ 
tion. 

It is just to correct another erroneous idea, that at one time prevailed_ 

which was, that the fees were paid in money. Money was required from 
those who it was known had it to spare, which was used to make up the 
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cash payments to the government for the stamp paper, commissioner’s fees, 
&c.; and thus money was raised for the cash payments, which had to be made 
on the deeds of all those who could not raise it themselves; and by that 
means, and that alone, the poor were provided for as well as the rich; no one 
was turned away, or ever waited for his title, because he was poor; and ma¬ 
ny have received leagues of land, in this colony, who were not worth 
twenty dollars when they reached here. This system, however, caused 
murmurs against Austin, on the ground that a distinction was made, and 
partiality shewn. They did not reflect that it was the interest of all to 
get the settlement under way, and that if poor men had been turned oil, 
because they could not pay the fees, the settlement would have been thin¬ 
ned so much, that it would have been totally broken up. A clamor was 
raised, and, strange as it may now appear, some of the poorer class, whp 
were most benefitted by that system, joined in it. The mass of the set¬ 
tlers who have paid any thing, paid it in cows at twenty to twenty-five 
dollars a head, corn at two to three dollars a bushel, &c. &c.; which 
property thus received, has been sold for two-thirds less than it was re¬ 
ceived at to raise cash, it being necessary to resort to all manner of shifts, 
to raise the means of keeping up the local government, and managing 
along the settlers, so as to prevent them from running, headlong, into anarchy 
and confusion. It will be remembered, that Austin was not supported by 
the strong arm of government; there never was one soldier stationed in the 
colony; and for the four first years there were not fifty in all Texas, nor 
within five hundred miles of it; that he had not the aid of general laws, 
printed and published in the language of the settlers, by which to restrain 
them, or guide himself; and that he was not even left to the uncontrolled 
dictates of his own judgment; for, in that particular, he was absolutely sub¬ 
ject to the Commandant General and Governor of Texas, or to the Land 
Commissioner, who was united with him; all of whom, except the lust, 
had seen but little of North Americans, except under unfavorable circum¬ 
stances, and knew but little of their real character or habits: he had, there¬ 
fore, to resort to such resources as circumstances would permit. In the 
absence of specific laws, there are two modes of governing—one by force, 
the other by reason and mild measures. The latter course, perhaps, was 
most congenial with his disposition, even if the otherhad been in his pow¬ 
er; he adopted it, and has been censured by some for following it to the 
extent he did. His task was rather difficult; he was isolated,, destitute of 
funds, and inexperienced; no disinterested advisers could approach him, 
for it was the interest of each one to get all he could for himself; and he 
may have committed many errors; he has, however, the consolation 'of 
having succeeded in the enterprize, a thing which no other, who has at¬ 
tempted it, has done; he has uniformly received the approbation of gov¬ 
ernment; and within the last two years, has also received manifestation? 
of confidence from the settlers themselves, in general; which, to him, i$ 
the most gratifying testimonial that could possibly be offered; for they 
ought to be the best judges of his acts, having witnessed them all, and been 
immediately interested. 

The foregoing remarks relative to the payments on land, and to the lo¬ 
cal government of the colony, are made, in order to correct some errone¬ 
ous impressions that, at one time, prevailed on the subject. It is no more 
than justice, that the.matter should be placed in its true light; and it is 
equally just, that the conduct and motives of the settlors should be noti¬ 
ce 1, lest, from what has been said, some should be inclined to censure 
them; for any such censure would be unmerited. It will be remembered, 
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time these settlers had always been accustomed, from their infancy, to see 
all the laws and orders of government printed and published; that none of 
them understood the Spanish language; and that there were no translators 
but Austin and the Secretary; and, consequently, that every thing had 
to pass through, and from them; that there was no way of publishing any 
thing, except by manuscript copies. Also, it was natural, as regards the 
twelve and a half cents per acre, for the settlers to make a gross calcula¬ 
tion of the amount, that all the land distributed in the colony would come 
to, and suppose that all that sum was to go into the pockets of Austin, for 
they made no allowance for a great number of the settlers, who would be 
unable to pay any thing, at least, for many years; neither did they make 
an allowance for the incalculable loss on payments in produce, and pro¬ 
perty, at double, and treble, its cash value; neither were they competent 
to make any calculation at all, as to the amount which he had spent, and 
was still compelled to spend, to complete the titles, and keep the local go¬ 
vernment in progress and safety; for on these subjects they had no data, 
nor any opportunities of procuring them. It will also be remembered, 
that an opinion prevailed, that Austin’s authority was almost absolute; 
and that most of the settlers were strangers to him, and to each other, and 
uninformed as to the nature of the government, as it then existed. They 
understood in general terms, that it was a republic, but they did not reflect 
that it was an infant republic, just springing into existence, and that there 
had not been time to form the constitution, and to complete the organiza¬ 
tion, and details of all the various departments. Added to all this, innu¬ 
merable embarrassments arose in the selecting, surveying, and distributing, 
lands, owing to the rambling and unsettled disposition of some of the 
emigrants, and to the want of more specific and fixed rules on the subject, 
in the colonization law, and, also to the envy and jealousies which grew 
out of the extensive powers that were granted to Austin and the com¬ 
missioner, by the 9th article of the colonization law, and by that part of 
the decree of 18th February, 1823, which speaks of an increase of quan¬ 
tity. When all these things are duly considered, and also that duty to 
themselves, and families, required the settlers to be cautions, about incur¬ 
ring pecuni ry responsibilities; abundant reasons may be discovered, 
why they should think, that causes for jealousy and complaints, against 
Austin, existed; they doubtles thought they were right and acted accord- 
ingly. 

A candid and impartial review of the whole matter, therefore leads to 
the conclusion, that, the settlers have done their duty, and have been 
much clearer from internal dissensions, than could be expected, under all 
the circumstances. They have uniformly been unshaken in their fidelity, 
and ready and willing to discharge their obligations as Mexican citizens; 
they have borne with the most inflexible fortitude, all the privations, to 
which their situation exposed them, and have contributed largely, in lay¬ 
ing a foundation for the future prosperity of Texas, by commencing the 
settlement of its wilderness. The idea, which appears to be entertained, 
by some persons in the United States, that the early population of Texas, 
is composed of fugitives from other countries, is totally incorrect and un¬ 
just. It was natural to suppose, that some fugitives might enter the coun¬ 
try, and measures were taken at an early day, both by the government, and 
by Austin, so far as his authority extended, to shield Texas from that evil. 
He expelled several from this colony, in 1823—4, under the severest threats 
of corporal punishment if they returned, and in one instance, he inflicted 
it-—This is mentioned for the sole purpose of proving, that there could not 
have been many of that class here, for Austin had no force but the militia, 
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which was composed of the settlers themselves. As regards the general 
morality and hospitality of the inhabitants, and the commission of crimes, 
this settlement will bear a favorable comparison, with any county in the 
United States, however celebrated for its exemption from such crimes. 

If, having escaped many perils, is to be considered as a presage, that for¬ 
tune has taken this new settlement, under her protection; there is abun¬ 
dant reason for hoping, that it will prosper in future. It was undertaken, 
and has been established, by individual enterprize alone, without the aid 
of strong capitalists, and totally unsupported by troops, or succors of any 
kind, from government. In this respect, it presents an anomaly, in the 
history of similar establishments. Independent of perils from hostile Indi¬ 
ans, scarcity of provisions, internal dissentions, and many others, incident 
to an infant and wilderness settlement; it has seen four great political 
changes in the government of this nation, and it has worked its way ia 
peace and safety, through them all. Those changes, were from the des¬ 
potic government of Spam, to the independent government under the re¬ 
gency, in 18-21—22, from that to the imperial government, in 1822—23, 

from that to the republic, under the supreme executive power, in 1823_ 

24, and from that to the federal system, which now exists. 

The foregoing observations, have been exclusively confined to the first, 
or “ old colony,” as it is frequently called. The colonization laws which 
are generally in force at this timi, will now be noticed, and also the con¬ 
tracts entered into, with the government, by Austin under those laws; 
in order that the emigrants who have been settled, or who may wish to 
settle under said contracts, may fully understand the subject, and the 
nature of their titles. 

In order to give a clear idea of the authority, which enacted thesa 
laws, the decrees of congress establishing the federal system, will be first 
referred to. 

On the 17th. June, 1823, congress decreed that a new constituent con¬ 
gress, should be elected by the people, for the express purpose of adopting 
the form of government, forming the constitution, and organizing the na¬ 
tion, agreeably to the will of the people; which would be fairly expressed, 
by said new congress thus elected for that purpose. The members of the 
first congress were ineligible to be elected for the second. 

On the 19th. of the same month, congress passed a resolution directing 
the supreme executive power, to inform the people that the then exist¬ 
ing congress were in favor of the federal republican system of government; 
but had not formally adopted that system, and proceeded to form the con¬ 
stitution, because it had decreed on the 17th. that a new congress should 
be elected for that purpose. - 

The first congress finally closed its sessions on the 30th. of October; and 
the second constituent congress, whose members had been elected in vir¬ 
tue of the decree of 17th. June, convened and opened its sessions on the 
5th. of November. On the 3lst. of January, 1824, congress decreed the 
“ Acta Constituma de la Federation Mexicana ,” or act of confederation, by 
which the federal system was formally adopted, and the basis and out¬ 
lines, of the government established. The federal constitution, however, 
was not finally sanctioned and promulgated until the 4th. of October. 

On the 7th. of May, congress decreed that the former provinces of Coa- 
huila and Texas, should form a State, and proceed immediately to elect 
its legislature, but that so soon as the latter should be in a situation to 
form a separate state of itself, the national congress should bo informed 
thereof, for its resolution. 
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It will be remembered, that the colonization law, passed by the impe¬ 
rial government on the 4th. January 18523, was suspended on the 11th 
of April, of that year, except in Austin’s case. On the 18th. August, ' 

1824, congress passed the general colonization law, which is now in force, • 
giving to the states full authority to form colonization laws, and to dispose 
of the vacant lands within their respective limits agreeably to the basis 
and conditions therein established. [20.] In virtue of this law, the legisla¬ 
ture of the state of Coahuila and Texas, passed the state colonization law, 
which was approved by the Governor, and promulgated the 24th. March, 

1825, and is now in force. [21.1 

In 1824, there was no mail established from Bexar to Nacogdoches, pas¬ 
sing through this place, as at this time, and the law of 18th. Augnst, was 
not received here until December, previous to that time, and on the 6th. 
November Austin forwarded a petition addressed to the supreme executive 
power of the nation, asking for authority to colonize two or three hundred 
families more, in addition to his first colony, and praying that Galveston 
might be made a port of entry. This representation was transmitted to 
the Governor of the state. Afterwards having seen the law ol 18th. 
August, and understanding that a state law was discussing in the legisla¬ 
ture of the state, he forwarded a petition addressed to the Governor of the 
state, on the 4th. of Febuary, 1825, repeating in substance, what he had 
said in that of the 6th. November, relative to Galveston, and asking for 
permission to colonize threehundred families. Having afterwards received, 
information, that the state colonization law was about to be sanctioned,.' 
and having heard nothing of his two former petitions, on the 4th. of April, 
1825, he forwarded a third petition to the Governor of the state, asking 
fo^authority to colonize five hundred families. Before ■'the last petition 
reached him, the Governor had granted his former one, for the additional 
three hundred families, and had transmitted to Austin the contract which 
he was required to sign, and which was to take effect from the day he, 
(Austin,) approved and signed it, which he did on the 4th. June 1825. [22.] 
After dispatching from Saltillo said contract for three hundred families, 
the governor received Austin’s petition of 4th. April, asking for author¬ 
ity to colonize five hundred families, which was granted by him 
on the 20th. May, 1825, and made a part of the before mentioned 
contract, which was thus extended to five hundred, instead of threehund¬ 
red families. [23.] The said five hundred families were to be settled on 
the vacant land remaining within the limits of his first colony, which had 
not been assigned to any other empresario, and which was not within 
the ten league reserve on the coast. As the limits of the first colony were 
not fixed, by. specific boundaries, as before stated, Austin petitioned the 
governor on the subject, who on the 7th. of March, 1827, added another 
article to the contract, for said five hundred families, by which the limits, 
within which they were to be settled, were fixed. [24.] The term of six 
years from the 4th. June 1825, the day on which Austin signed it, is fixed 
for the completion of this contract for five hundred families. On the 


(20.) ( 21.) See translations of said laws. 

(22.) See the Governor’s official letter, and the contract on file in the 
records—translared. Galveston was made a port of entry by law, 17th. 
October, 1825. 

(23.] See the Governor’s official letter on file—translated. 

(24.) See said additional article, on file—translated- 
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21st. of April, 1826, the government commissioned Gaspar Fiores, commis¬ 
sioner for issuing titles in said colony, for five hundred families. [25.] 

On the 20th. November, 1827, Austin entered into another contract with 
the government of the state,, for one hundred families to be settled on the 
east side of the Colorado, above the San Antonio road. This contract 
expires six years from its date. [26.] 

On the 5th. June, 1826, Austin petitioned the President for permission to 
colonize the vacant land lying within the ten league reserve, on the coast, 
from Labacato San Jacinto, and on the22d. of April, 1828, the President 
granted said petition, in virtue of which a contract was entered into by Aus¬ 
tin, with the state government, to settle three hundred families within said 
ten league reserve, which contract expires six years from the 29th. J uly, 
,1828, that being the day on which he signed said contract. Austin is also 
/ appointed the government commissioner, for surveying the land, and i&- 
i suing titles to said three hundred! families, within said ten league reserve 
--colony. [27.] 

It is not considered necessary to make any remarks on the national law, 
of 18th. August, 1824, on the state law of 25th. March, 1825, nor on the 
contracts or the instructions to Austin, as commissioner of the reserve lands 
on the coast, for translations of them all are herein published ;-^here this 
introduction will therefore close. 


(25.) See said commission on file—translated. 

(26.) See said contract on file, not translated, because it is in substance 
the same as the other, with the difference that it directs the founding a 
town at the crossing of the road on the Colarado river, and specially au¬ 
thorizes Austin, to locate the settlers on their land; the titles however have 
to be issued by fhe government Commissioner. 

(27.) See said contract and the instructions to him as commissioner, on 
file—translated. 
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' In the foregoing introduction, Jhave endeavored to present to my com- 
pqnions, and fellow laborers in ffie first settlement of this wilderness, a 
faithful history of their land titles, which was considered necessary for the 
better understanding of the laws, decrees fee. herein published. This mat¬ 
ter was so closely connected with the agency, which my deceased father, 
and myself, have had in procuring the titles, that the one could not be ful¬ 
ly explained, without giving a detailed account of the other; which, it is 
hoped, will be a sufficient apology for having noticed so minutely, all his 
and my own acts, in the business. I also considered, that it was no more 
than justice to the settlers, and to myself to placo the whole matter in its 
true light, in order to remove any erroneous impressions which may have 
existed. 

This colony has received the most cordial and uninterrupted manifesta¬ 
tions of liberality, confidence, and kindness from everjr superior officer, 
who has governed the province of Texas, or the State or Coahuila and 
Texas, from its first commencement to the present time; and for its ser- 
ices on one occasion, it received in flattering terms, the approbation of 
the President.—These testimonials are too high and unimpeachable, to 
leave any doubt as to the morality, honor and integrity, of the great 
mass of the settlers. But to say that there are no bad men here, would be 
a violation of candor and truth. There are some individuals who are ex¬ 
ceptions to the highly honorable general character, which these in¬ 
habitants justly deserve, and who are meeting their reward in the frowns 
of public opinion. 

As stated in the introduction, the object was not to give a minute histo" 
ry of the colony, except so far as was necessary to a clear elucidation of 
the authority under which it was undertaken, and has progressed. To 
have entered into the particulars of all the privations, Indian expeditions, 
fee. would have swelled the introduction to a size, beyond what the present 
means of printing it would permit; and besides, such a detail would have 
added nothing material, to an understanding of the nature and validity 
of the titles, except so far as it tended to prove, that the settlers have fully 
earned, and justly deserve all the land, and privileges they have obtained. 
This, however, is a fact too evident to require any other proofs for its es* 
fablishraent, than those which are self-evident, and publicly known. 

(* 
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' The translations have been carefully made by Mr. S. M. Williams, and 
myself. It is believed, that should there be any inaccuracies in them, they 
' will be found on examination, to be more of a verbal and unimportant, 
[ than of a substantial nature; the originals, however, will always be open 
f in the office, to the inspection of those who wish to examine them. 

I should consider that 1 had not fully complied with my duty, were I to 
refrain from calling the attention of the settlers, to a subject, perhaps of 
as much importance to them, as the acquisition of their titles has been; 
which is, the preservation and sale-keeping of the records. Since Febru¬ 
ary, 1828, all the records of the colony, except those appertaining to land 
titles, have been under the chage of the Ayuntamiento anil Alcalde. The 
land records have remained in my charge, and will probably so continue a 
short time longer, when they will pass to the Ayuntamiento and Alcalde.— 
It should be remembered, that those records are all in Spanish, and that 
all official communications with the government, must be in that lan¬ 
guage, and that neither the Alcalde,’nor one of the members of the Ayun¬ 
tamiento, understands Spanish, neither is it probable that any one will be 
elected for many years, who does understand it. The records of that 
body are now kept in a very loose and careless manner in a log cabin, 
exposed to all manner of casualties. The law requires the Ayuntamiento, 
to provide a safe building to keep the records in, and a suitable secretary, 
thoroughly acquainted with the Spanish and English languages, to take 
charge of them on his own responsibility, as well as on that of the Alcalde, 
and Ayuntamiento. The law also fully authorizes that body to raise funds, 
b. a municipal tax for the above purposes, and lo defray the necessary ex¬ 
pellees of the local government, and it is their duty so to do; a duty which 
the people owe to themselves, to their own security, and to the protection 
of their best interests, which are involved in the safe-keeping of the records, 
and supporting the local government of the municipality ; to pay said tax, 
so far as is necessary and reasonable, with promptness and cheerfuless. 

It is well known that up to February, 1828, the labor and expence of the 
local government fell principally on me, individually, and that since that 
period all the Spanish part of the labor, has fallen on Williams and myself, 
without any compensation. It is also well known, that the translating and 
other duties connected with the local government are sufficient to occupy 
all the time and attention of a secretary. Since Febuary, 1828, I have 
held no office which imposes any other duty on me to aid or interfere in the 
local civil government, than what belongs to any other citizen. As a cit- 
; izen, I advised the Ayuntamiento of 1828, to resort to a municipal tax; 
that body thought it would be unpopular, and feared to move. I repeat¬ 
ed the advice to the Ayuntamiento of 1829, and strongly urged the vast 
iin> ortance of giving respectability, system, and permanency to the local 
government, by the creation of municipal funds, and the erection of 
public buildings: as the friend of the settlers, I again repeat the same ad¬ 
vice. The municipality is without a jail, a house for public use, ora place 
to keep the records in; and it is also without a secretary, when it i9 well 
known that all itsofficial business must be transacted in Spanish, and that 
not one of the municipal officers understand one word of that language. 
For two years past, the business of the Ayuntamiento has been done Jot 
it, and not Ay it, and an excessive burden has thus been thrown unon the 
liberality of others. I have before stated, that all the land reoords would 
shortly pass from my hands to the Alcalde and Ayuntamiento; cerhans I 
ought to be more explicit, and to state distinctly that it is, and fofr 
some time past, has been my wish and intention to withdraw, as soon a* 
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the welfare of the colony will permit, from every kind of pnhlic charge, 
cither direct or indirect. This course is rendered necessary by the state 
tof my health, which is perceptibly declining; and also, by the embarras¬ 
sed situation of my private affairs, which will require more oi my time 
and attention, than I have heretofore been able to devote to them. These 
considerations may perhaps have caused too much anxiety to see our lo¬ 
cal government placed on a more respectable and systematic basis than it 
is at present; I may have wished to accelerate, matters more than the re¬ 
sources of the country will admit, and been too far influenced by an excess 
ofzeal, for what I considered to be the general welfare. My motives how¬ 
ever, were good, and had no other object in view than general utility; 
and 1 must be permitted to say that this colony is abundantly able to sup¬ 
port its local government with decency and energy ; I must also observe 
that the proposed tax is fully as heavy on me, in proportion to my dispo¬ 
sable means, as on any other person. For eight years, I have endeavored 
to be a faithful servant to this colony; it ought not to be supposed that I 
am to be its slave for life. Owing to my exertions when at the seat of 
government in 1827, the local government of this municipality, was placed 
.exclusivsly in the hands of the people, sooner than it otherwise would 
have been; and all that I now ask, is that they will provide the necessary 
jneans of administering it, for their own welfare. 

With the most sincere wishes for the continued health and prosperity 
of these settlers, I remain their most obedient, 

and faithful Servant. 

S. F. AUSTIN. 

Felipe de Austin, 1st November, 1829. 








(a) JVo. 1.— Official Communication from Don Antonio Martines , Go* 
vemor of Texas , to Moses Austin. 

Under date of 17th. January, last past, the commandant General, and 
Superior Political Chief of the eastern internal Provinces, writes to me as 
follows: 

“Having thought proper to hear the most excellent provincial deputa¬ 
tions, on the representation which your Lordship, (usin, b.) directed to 
me with your official letter No. 1110. of the 26th, December last, I have 
just received its resolution, to whichl have conformed ; it is of the follow¬ 
ing tenor 

“It will be very expedient, to grant the permission solicited by Moses 
‘Austin, that the three hundred families, which he says are desirous to do 
‘ so, should remove and settle in the province of Texas, but under the con- 
‘ ditions indicated in his petition on the subject, presented to the Govern¬ 
or of that province, and which your Lordship, (usia,) transmitted to 
‘ this deputation, with your official letter of the 16th. instant. Therefore, 
«if to the first and principal requisite of being catholics, or agreeing to be- 

* come so, before entering the Spanish territory, they also add that of ac- 

* crediting their good character and habits, as is offered in said petition; 
‘ and taking the necessary' oath, to be obedient in all things to the govern- 
‘ ment; to take up arras in its defence against all kind of enemies; and to 
‘ be faithful to the King; and to observe the political constitution of the 
‘Spanish monarchy; the most flattering hopes may be formed, that the 

* said nrovince will receive an important augmentation, in agriculture, 
‘industry, and arts, by. the new emi rants, who will introduce them: 

* which is all that this deputation have to say in reply, to your Lordship’s 

* aforementioned official letter.” 

‘ And I transcribe it to your Lordship, for your information and corres¬ 
ponding effects, that you may cause the interested person to be informed 
thereof, by means of a person of your confidence, who you will' despatch 

(а) The numbers affixed to the translated documents, refer to the cor¬ 
responding numbers in the introduction. 

(б) Vueslra Senoria or usia , in the Spanish monarchy is applied to the no¬ 
bility and persons high in office: it may be translated, your Lordship or 
your Honor. 






TRANSLATIONS. 29 

with an express; and you will at the same time, send in by said express, 
some copies of the decree, which 1 transmitted under date of yesterday, 
granting a pardon, and amnesty, to the Spanish refugees, who are on the 
frontier,in order that they may be restored to the bosom of their country 
—God preserve your Lordship many years.—Monterry, 17th, January, 
1821.—Joaqui n de Ar redondo.—To the Governor of the province of Tex- 

All of which I transcribe to you, for your information and satisfaction, 
in answer to your petition, for which purpose, and in order to inform you 
of the deliberations of the most excellent deputation of these provinces, 
I have despatched with this, a person of my confidence, who is citizen Don 
Erasmo Seguin; and after having arranged for the removal of said families, 
which you have contracted with me, it will be important for you to direct, 
that when said families come on, information shall be immediately given 
of thetime of their arrival, and the place where they have stopped in this 
territory ; and that you then come on in company with my said commission¬ 
er, in order that we may agree as to the place or places, where they may wish 
to establish themselves; so that I may go on there, and delineate the 
town, and apportion out the lands, agreeably to the families, and species 
of agriculture they-intend to establish; and also to receive from them the 
before mentioned oath, in order that they may be from that time consid¬ 
ered, as members united to the Spanish nation, and enter upon the en¬ 
joyment of the benefits which it extends, and concedes to its citizens 
and to Spaniards. 

I also expect from the prudence which your deportment demonstrates, 
and for your own prosperity and tranquility, that all the families you in¬ 
troduce shall be honest, and industrious, in order that idleness and vice, 
may not pervert the good and meritorious, who are worthy of Spanish es¬ 
teem, and of the protection of this government, which will be extended to 
them, in proportion, to the moral virtues displayed by each individual. 

I also inform you, in order that you may communicate it to those who 
intend to emigrate, that the Supreme Spanish Government has just opened 
the port of the Bay of San Bernard, for navigation, and for introductions 
into this province, which measure, will doubtless be very advantageous to 
all, and particularly to the new settlers. 

God preserve you many years 

Bexar, 8th. Feb. 1821. ANTONIO MARTINEZ, Gov. 

To Mr. Moses Austin, of the new establishment. 

[JVb.f.] (SametTthe Same.) ^ 

Having seen your representation to this government, and finding it to be 
conformable with its ideas, I have to inform you that although 1 shall render 
an account of it to the supreme government, for its deliberation, still not 
doubting it will be approved of, you can immediately offer to the new 
settlers the same terms as contained in your proposals, assuring you that 
should the superior government make any small variation, I will in due 
time communicate it to you; with which I answer your aforementioned 
representation. God preserve you many years, 

19th. August, 1821. ANTONIO MARTINEZ. 

[JVo. tf\ (Same to the Same.) 

For the better regulation of the Louisiana families, who are to emigrate, 
and whilst the new settlement is forming, you will cause them all to under¬ 
stand, that until the government organizes, the authority which has to 
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govern them and administer justice, they must be governed by, and be sub¬ 
ordinate to you; for whicli purpose, I authorize you as their representa¬ 
tive; and relying on your faithful discharge of the duty. Vou will inform 
me of whatever may occur, in order that such measures may be adopted 
as may be necessary. God preserve you many years, 

Bexar,24th. August, 1821. ANTONIO MARTINEZ. 

[JVb. 5.1 (.Colonization Law , of 1823.) 

AUGUSTIN, by Divine Providence, and by the Congress of the Nation, 1st 
Constitutional Emperor of Mexico, and Grand Master of the Imperial 
Order of Guadalupe;—To all who shall see these presents, Know Ye,— 
That the Junta Nacional Instituyenle of the Mexican Empire, has de¬ 
creed, and we sanction the following:— 
a The Junta Nacional Instituyente of the Mexican Empire, being convin¬ 
ced by the urgent recommendations of the government, of the necessity and 
importance of giving to the empire a general law of colonization, have 
thought proper to decree as follows: 

Art. 1. The government of the Mexican nation will protect the liberty, 
property, and civil rights, of all foreigners, who profess the Roman Catho¬ 
lic apostolic religion, the established religionof the empire. 

Art. 2. To facilitate their establishment, the executive will distribute 
lands to them, under the conditions and terms, herein expressed. 

Art. 3. The empresarios, by whom is understood those who introduce' 
at least two hundred families, shall previously contract with the execu¬ 
tive, and inform it what branch of industry they propose to follow, the 
property or resources they intend to introduce for that purpose; and any 
other particulars they, may deem necessary, in order that with this neces¬ 
sary information, the executive may designate the province to which they 
must direct themselves; the lands which they can occupy with the right 
of property, and the other circumstances which may be considered neces¬ 
sary. 

Art. 4. Families who emigrate, not included in a contract, shall imme¬ 
diately present themselves to the Ayuntamiento of the place where they 
wish to settle, in order that this body in conformity with the instructions 
of the executive, may designate the lands corresponding to them, agreea¬ 
bly to the industry which they may establish. 

f Art. 5. The measurement of land shall be the following—establish* 
■ing the vara , at three geometrical feet, a straight line of five thousand varas. 
shall be a league; a square, each of whose sides, shall be one league; 
shall be called a Sitio; and this shall be the unity of counting one, two, or' 
.jnore Sitios; five Sitios shall compose one Hacienda. 

Art. 6. In the distribution made by government, of lands^o the colo¬ 
nists, for the formation of villages, towns, cities, and province*, a distinc¬ 
tion shall be made between grazing lands, destined for the raising of stock, 
and lands suitable for farming, or planting, on account of the facility of 
irigation. 

Art. 7. One labor, shall be composed of one million square varas, that 
is to say, one thousand varas on each side, which measurement shall be 
the unity for counting one, two, or more labors. These labors can be di¬ 
vided into halves and quarters, but Bot less. 

Art. 8. To the colonists -whose' occupation is farming, there cannot be 
given less than one labor, and those whose occupation is stuck raising there 
cannot be given less than one Sitio. 
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Art. 9. The government of itself, or by means of the authorities au¬ 
thorized for that purpose, can augment said portions of land as may be 
deemed proper, agreeably to the conditions and circumstances of the col¬ 
onists. "X 

Art. 10. Establishments made under the former government which\ 
are now pending, shall be regulated by this law in all matters that may ) 
Occur, but those tha t are finis hed shall remain n that sta te. / 

Art. fl. As one oT'ffiepnnci pal objects of laws in free governments, 
ought to be to approximate, so far as is possible, to an equal distribution of' 
property, the government, taking into consideration the provisions of this 
Jaw, will adopt measures for dividing out the lands, which may have ac¬ 
cumulated in large portions, in the hands of individuals or corporations, 
and which are not cultivated, indemnifying the proprietors, for the just 
price of such lands to be fixed by appraisers. 

Art. 12. The union of many families at one place, shall be called a 
village, town, or city, agreeably to the number of its inhabitants, its ex¬ 
tension, locality, and other circumstances which may characterize it, in 
conformity with the law on that subject. The same regulations for its in¬ 
ternal government and police, shall be observed as in the others of the 
same class in the empire. 

Art. 13. Care shall be taken in the formation of said new towns, that, 
so far as the situation of the ground will permit, the streets shall be laid off 
straight, running north and south, east and west. 

Art. 14. Provinces shall be formed whose superficie shall be six thou¬ 
sand square leagues. 

Art. 15. As soon as a sufficient number of families may be united to 
form oiyi or more towns, their local government shall be regulated, and the 
constitutional Ayuntamientos and other local establishments formed in 
conformity with the laws. 

Art. 16. The government shall take care, in accord with the respect¬ 
ive ecclesiastical authority, that these new towns are provided with a suf¬ 
ficient number of spiritual pastors, and in like manner, it will propose to 
congress a plan for their decent support. • 

Art. 17. In the distribution of lands for settlement among the differ¬ 
ent provinces, the government shall take care, that the colonists shall be lo¬ 
cated in those, which it may consider the most important to settle. As 
a general rule, the colonists who arrive first, shall have the preference in 
the selection of land. \ 

Art. 18. Natives ofthe country shall have a preference in the distribuA 
ti'on of land; and particularly the military of the army, ofthe three guar- j 
antees, in conformity with the decree of the 27th. of March, 1821; and 
also those who served in the first epoch of the insurrection. 

Art. 19. To each Empresario, who introduces and establishes families\ 
in any of the provinces designated for colonization, there shall be granted \ 
at the rate of three haciendas and two labors, for each two hundred fami- i 
lies so introduced by him, but he will loose the right of property, over said j 
lands, should he not have populated and cultivated them in twelve years 
from the date ofthe concession. The premium cannot exceed nine haci¬ 
endas, and six labors, whatever may be the number of families he intro¬ 
duces. N 

Art • 20 • At the end of twenty years the proprietors of the lands, ac¬ 
quired in virtue of the foregoing article, must alienate two thirds part of 
said lands, either by sale, donation, or in any other manner he pleases. 
The law authorizes him to hold in full property and dominion one thirdpart. 
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Art. 21. The two foregoing articles are to be understood a9 governing- 
the contracts made within six months, as after that time, counting from 
the day of the promulgation of this law, the executive can diminish the 
premium as it may deem proper, giving an account thereof to congress, with 
such information as may be deemed necessary. 

Art. 22. The date of the concession for lands constitutes an inviolable 
law, for the right of property and legal ownership; should any one through 
error or by subsequent concession occupy land belonging to another, he 
shall have no right to it, further than a preference in case of sale, at the 
current price. 

Art. 23. If after two years from the date of the concession, the colonist 
should not have cultivated his land, the right of property shall be consider¬ 
ed as renounced; in which case, the respective Ayuntamiento can grant 
it to another. 

Art. 24. During the first six years from the date of the concession, the 
•colonists shall not pay tithes, duties on their produce, nor any contribu¬ 
tion under whatever name it may be called. 

Art. 25. The next six years from the same date, they shall pay half 
tithes and the half of the contributions whether direct or indirect, that 
are paid by the other citizens of the empire. After this time, they shall 
in all things relating to taxes and contributions, be placed on the 4 .same 
footing with the other citizens 

Art. 26. All the instruments of husbandry, machinery, and other uten¬ 
sils, that are introduced by the colonists for their use, at the time of their 
coming to the empire, shall be free, as also the merchandize introduced 
by each family, to the amount of two thousand dollars. 

Art 27. All foreigners who come to establish themselves in the empire, 
shall be considered as naturalized, should they exercise any useful profes¬ 
sion or industry by which, at the end of three years, they have a capital 
to support themselves with decency, and are married. Those who with. 
; the foregoing qualifications marry Mexicans, will acquire particular merit 
y for the obtaining letters of citizen shin. 

Art. 28. Congress will grant letters of citizenship to those who solicit 
them in conformity with the constitution of the empire. 

Art. 29. Every individual shall be free to leave the empire, and can 
alienate the lands over which he ma y have acquired the right of property, 
agreeably to the tenor of this law, and he can likewise take away from the 
country all his prooerty, by paying the duties established by law. 

Art. 30. After the publication of this law, there can be no sale or pur¬ 
chase of slaves which may be introduced into the*empire. The children 
of slaves bom in the empire, shall be free at fourteen years of age. 

Art. 31. All foreigners who may have established themselves in any of 
the provinces of the empire, under a permission of the former government, 
will remain on the lands which they may have occupied, being governed 
by the tenor of this law, in the distribution of said lands. 

Art. 32. The executive, as it may conceive necessary, will sell or lease 
the lands, which on accocnt of their local situation, may be the most im¬ 
portant, being governed with respect to all others, by the provisions of 
this law. 

This law, shall be presented to his Imperial Majesty, for his sanction, 
publication and fulfilment.—Mexico, 3d January 1823—3d of the indepen¬ 
dence ofthe empire.—Juan Francisco, Bishop of Durango, President.—An¬ 
tonio de Mier, Member and Secretary.—Juan Batista de Arispe, Member 
?nd Secretary. 
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Therefore, we order all tribunals, Judges, Chiefs, Governors, and all 
other authorities, as well civil, as military, and ecclesiastical, of whatever 
class or dignity they may be, to comply with this decree, and cause it to be 
complied with, in all its parts; and you will cause it to be printed, publish* 
ed, and circulated.—Given in Mexico, 4th January, 1823.—Signed by the 
Emperor.— To Don Jose Manuel de Herrera, Minister of Interior and Ex¬ 
terior Relations. 

fJVo. 8.] (Decree of the Emperor.) [c.J 

Mexico, February, 18, 1823. 

Haying rendered an account to his Majesty of the subject, on which the 
1 council has given the foregoing opinion, he has thought proper to resolve, 
in conformity therewith ; and consequently declares, in the first place, that 
Austin, was not sufficiently authorized to siipulate with the emigrants what 
quantity ofland, they should receive in the new settlement, and therefore 
thty are subject to the regulations of the government, agreeably to the law on 
. that point; and consequently in virtue of said law, there shall be granted 
I to each head of a family, gne l abor or one leag ue, agreeably to the occu- 
1 pation which he may professT'oftenng to augment the quantity of land, 
j for all those who may have a numerous family, or who may merit such aug- 
| mentation, by the establishment of a new species of industry, or by the per- 
1 fection of those already known, or by other circumstances, which may be ’ 
I useful to the province, or to the empire, it being understood, that to the 

(c.) After the passage of the colonization law, by the Junta Instituy- 
ente, the memorial which Austin presented to congress, soon after his arri¬ 
val in Mexico, was referred to the imperial council of state, together 
with all the documents on the subject, who gave their opinion or advice 
an which the above decree of the emperor was issued. It is not considered 
important to translate the whole of said opinion, for its substance is copied, 
in the emperor’s decree. The first part ofit is as follows. 

“The council of state in session, on the 14th. of January, 1823, has ex¬ 
amined the documents relative to the establishment of300 Louisiana fami¬ 
lies, in the province of Texas, by Don Stephen F. Austin. His memorial 
on the subject, embraces various points; the first is, that the government 
confirm to the emigrants, the quantity ofland promised by him to the set¬ 
tlers, and that the limits of the establishment, should be fixed as petitioned 
for, in his memorial. The council are of opinion, that Austin was not suf¬ 
ficiently authorized to stipulate with the emigrants, the quantity of land 
which they should receive in the new settlement; and consequently that 
they are subject to the regulations of the government, agreeably to the law 
on that point; and besides, the 10th article of the colonization law, prescribes 
that all matters on this subject, which might be pending, although they may 
have been commenced under the former government, shall be regulated by 
that law; and the 8th. article of said law, prescribes, &c.,” (herethecouncil 
states the substance of the 8th. and 9th. articles of the said law, and {id- 
vises the emperor to order the distribution ofland to the settlers, in con¬ 
formity thereto.) As regards the limits of the colony, the council say, 
“ with respect to the demarcation of the limits, for the new establishment, 
described by Austin in his memorial, the council are of opinion, that it 
need not be granted, because there is not sufficient data, to ascertain the 
extent of territory embraced by said limits, and also, because there is no 
motive or necessity for such demarcation, for the colony will of course, bfc 
composed of the lands, granted in full property to the colonists.” » 
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Colonist, who besides farming, also dedicates himself to the raising qf 
stock, mere may oe ^ranted, a league aud a labor, m conform.. ,v».i, u,e 
8m. article of said law. As respects the designaUon of boundaries for the 
ue w establishment, with the limits described by Austin in his memorial, it 
is declared to be inadmissible, for the reasons given by the council. 

in the second place, Austin is authorized, in union with the Governor 
of Texas, or a commissioner appointed by the latter, to proceed to divide, 
and designate land, and put each of the new colonists in possession of the 
quantity above indicated, and issue to them the titles in the name of the. 
Government. A certified copy of which shall be transmitted to the Go¬ 
vernor, for the purposes connected with the subject. 

In the third place, all the families over and above, the said three hund¬ 
red, who come to settle in Texas, must establish themselves in the interior 
of the province, adjacent to the ancient settlements, in the manner pre¬ 
scribed by the colonization law. ([d .) 

In the fourth place, and in conformity with the said colonization law, 
there is granted to Austin, for the expences which he has been at, a quan¬ 
tity of land in proportion to his families, agreeably to the provisions of tho 
19 th article of said iaw, and under the conditions contained in said article. 

In the fifth place, Austin is authorized to proceed in conformity with 
said law, to for;n a town, with the families who have emigrated, or may 
emigrate, to the number of the three hundred of the permission, at the most 
suitable place in the section of country which they at present occupy, 
taking care that it shall be as central as possible, to the lands distributed 
to the colonists, who must accredit that they are Roman Apostolic Cath¬ 
olics, and of steady habits. It being understood, that the Governor of Texas 
or his commissioner, in union with Austin, can designate the place, and mea¬ 
sure out the land for the establisment of said town; selling the building lots, 
at the price to be regulated by appraisers, the other particulars embraced 
under this head, which were petitioned for by Austin, are granted; the Go¬ 
vernor of Texas, is required to give information, of whatever may be ne¬ 
cessary for the regulation of the government of said town, and that both 
it, and any others that are founded, may be furnished with spiritual pastors. 

As regards the citizenship which Austin solicits, he is notified to apply to 
the Junta Nacional Iustituyente, whose province it is to grant it. 

Anri finally, he is authorized to organize the colonists, into a body of na¬ 
tional militia, to preserve tranquility, rendering an account of all, to the 
Governor of Texas, and acting under his orders, and those of the Captain 
General of the province; also until the government of the settlement is or¬ 
ganized, he is charged with the administration of justice, settling all dif¬ 
ferences which may arise among the inhabitants, and preserving good 
order and tranquility; rendering an account to the government of any re¬ 
markable event that may occur. ANDRES QUINTANA. 

Copy of the Fifth Article, of the memorial of Stephen F. Anstin, relative 
to colonization in the province of Texas, which was granted in the man¬ 
ner stated in the foregoing decree: 

(d.) Austin petitioned for authority to introduce and settle, an addi¬ 
tional number of emigrants, besides the three hundred :—the substance of 
the opinion given by the council, on this point, is, that it would be expe¬ 
dient to make such an additional, or new contract with Austin, provided, 
such new emigrants settled in the interior of Texas, and in the immediate 
neighborhood of the old settlements of that province, retired from the east¬ 
ern frontier, bnt not otherwise. 
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That authority be granted to him, to lound one or more towns, at such 
points, as he may deem most proper within the limits designated, and to 
take for himself and for his lamily, sulhcient lots for their uses, ju, with 
power to grant lots to useful mechanics,gratis;but that all others, should 
pay for them, at the price the government may think proper to establish; 
the proceeds of which, shall be applied to the building of a church, and 
other establishments of public utility. 

I certify the above, to be a copy from the original. 

JVlexico, 18th. Feb. 1823. MIGUEL R1ESGO, Official Primero. 

JJVo. 11.] ( Decree of the Sovereign Congress.) 

Most excellent Sir:—Having seen the reasons which the emprcsario, S. 
F. Austin, has given in his last representation, praying that the concession, 
made to him, by the late government, for the establishment of three hund¬ 
red families in Texas, should be confirmed—The Sovereign Constituent 
Congress, have thought proper to resolve, that the said petition, should be 
transmitted to the executive, in order, that should it have no objections, 
it may grant this petition, and any others of the same kind;—also the 
Sovereign Congress have determined, that hereafter, the colonization law, 
passed by the Junta Instituyente, shall be suspended until a new resolution 
on the subject. And by order of the Sovereign Congress, we communicate 
this to your excellency, accompanied by the said petition.—God preserve 
vour exccellency many years.—Mexico, 11th. April, 1823. 

FLORENTINO MARTINEZ, Member and Secretary. 

JOSE MARIA SANCHEZ, Member and Secretary. 
To his Excellency, the Minister of Interior and Exterior Relations. 

rjVo. 12.] ( Decree of the Supreme Executive Power.) 

Mexico, 14th. April, 1823. 

Having seen the new representation of Stephen F. Austin, praying foi'- 
a confirmation of the concession, granted to him by the late government,. 
by its decree of 18th. February last, relative to colonization in the prov¬ 
ince of Texas; and finding it to be in conformity with the law passed 
on the subject, by the junta nacional instituyente; the supreme executive ■ 
power, have thought proper to confirm the said concession, and order that 
the corresponding title should be given to the interested person, and that 
this resolution, should be communicated to the commmandant General of 
the internal provinces, and to the Governor of the province of Texas, for 
their information and the corresponding effects. 

JOSE IGNACIO GARCIA ILLUECA, 
Minister of Relations. 

[JVo. 14.] ( Commission of the Baron de Bastrop.) 

San Fernando de Bexar, 16th. July, 1823. 

Inasmuch as the more important attentions of government, prevent my 
executing in person, the various duties, connected with the colonial estab¬ 
lishment forming by Stephen F. Austin, and using the power granted to 
me, by the laws, and in obedience to the decree of the commandant general 
of these provinces, Brigadier Don Felipe de la Garza, dated 16th. June 
last past. ( e) I have thought proper to appoint, and by these presents, do 

(e.) The decree of the commandant general referred to, is his official 
communication, at the end of the documents on the subject, including the. 
consultation made by Austin to him, and the proceedings of the deputa¬ 
tion thereon, mentioned in the 14th. page of the introduction. The com- 
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appoint the second Alcalde of this city, the Baron de Bastrop, commission¬ 
er, giving to iiiin ail legal powers, to proceed to the district of the Colora¬ 
do, and the Brazos, to organize that establishment, in conformity with the 
decrees on the suuject, and such instructions as I may communicate:—a 
certified copy of all which, is herewith delivered to Him, in order that in 
, continuation, he inay proceed to discharge the duties which may be neces- 
j sary, transmitting a statement of his proceedings when they are finished', 
: to mis government, for the purposes which may be necessary, 
f Thus, 1 Luciano Garcia, Lieutenant Colonel of Cavalry of New Santeiv- 
der, and Governor pro tern, of this province, order and command, signing 
the present with assisting witnesses, lor the want of a notary public, as the 
lawrequires; to which 1 give faith. LUCIANO GARCIA. 

Assisting winesses, Jose Antonio Saucedo, & Hand de la Garza. 

Official letter from Governor Garcia , to S. F. Austin , on the same subject. 

As the more important attentions of the government, prevent my going 
on personally to organize the colonial establishment, forming by you in 
this province; I have thought propor, to commission with all necessary 
powers the second Alcal d e of this city, Baron de Bastrop, who has been 
selected on account of his well known and superior qualifications, in or¬ 
der that in conformity witn the decrees on the subject, and the coloniza¬ 
tion law; copies of ail which, I have delivered to him; and also in con¬ 
formity with such instructions, as may in future be communicated to him, 
he shall proceed to organize said establishment:—which I communicate to 
you, for your information, in order that in accord with the said commis¬ 
sioner,you may appoint aday for your departure from this place, and in¬ 
form me thereof, that I may have the escort ready to accompany you.— 
God and Liberty.—Bexar, 26th. July, 1823 .—LUCIANO GARCIA. 

[.Vo. 15.] Official letter from Governor Garcia , to the commissionerBas~ 
trop , naming the Town of San Felipe de Austin. 

Under date of the 22nd. instant, I reported to the commandant general 
of these provinces, as follows •— 

“In virtue ofyour official communication of the I6th. ultimo, transmit¬ 
ting to me the documents relative to the colonial establishment, forming 
in this province,.by Don Stephen F. Austin, of three hundred families, the 
receipt of which I acknowledged, by iny letter of the 9th. instant—I have 
commissioned the second Alcalde of this city, Baron de Bastrop, on ac¬ 
count of his geographical knowledge, and his' undemanding the English 
language, to nroceed to the organization of said establishment, in confor¬ 
mity with the .aforementioned documents on the subject, and with such 
instructions as it may hereafter be necessary to give him; and also to lay 
out the town, and survey the lands for lots, farms, and stock farms. 
The name which I have given to the town, but subject to your determin¬ 
ation, is San Feline de Austin, and for its greater formality, should yon 
deem it necessary, 1 wish the corresponding approval, transmitted to 
me, in order that the commissioner may proceed, to execute what may¬ 
be necessary.” 

mandant general at the close says, “ A certified copy of which shall be de¬ 
livered to Austin for hi' emvermnent, and the original shall be transmitted 
to the Governor of Texas, who will appoint the commissioner mentioned 
in the decree ofl 8th. Febuarv 1823: and see that said colonial establish¬ 
ment is formed in the manner therein directed.” 







TRANSLATIONS. 


37 

Which I transcribe to you for your information, accompanied with a 
copy of the colonization law, in order that, in the discharge of your com¬ 
mission, you will be governed by it, and by the decrees which 1 have al¬ 
ready communicated to you, as also by such instructions as may be neces¬ 
sary to give. You will therefore inform me of the day fixed for your de¬ 
parture, in order that the escort of soldiers, who are to accompany you, 
may be ready.—God and Liberty. 

■ Bexar, 26th. July, 1823. LUCIANO GARCIA. 

[•/Vo. 16.] Official letter of the Commissioner Bastrop , to James Cummings 
provisional Alcalde, on the Colorado. 

The Governor pro tem. of this province, Lieutenant Colonel Don Lu- 
piano Garcia, under date of the 16th. of the last month, says to me, as 
follows:—‘The commandant general of these provinces, Brigadier Don 
Felipe de la Garza, under date of the 16th. June, last past, says to me as 
follows.’— 

“ I transmit to you the documents relative to the colonial establish¬ 
ment, which Don Stephen F, Austin, is permitted to form in that province, 
in order, that on your part, you give due compliance to the decree of the 
lastgovemment, dated 18th. February, last past, resanctioned by the pres¬ 
ent government, on the 14th. April, and by me, under this date. You 
■will use all possible efforts to complete the organization of said establish¬ 
ment ; charging the commissioner who may be appointed by you, to be ex¬ 
peditious in concluding hisduties, and that he make frequent reports of his 
progress, in order that you may do the same to me, and on its conclusion, 
you will inform me thereof.” 

‘And I transcribe it to you for your information, and that in virtue of the 
commission, which l have conferred upon you, by my decree of this dat'e, ; 
you will proceed in company with said Austin, to organize the colonial 
establishment which the government has granted to him in this province, 1 
for three hundred Louisiana families. You will be governed in all things, 
by the decrees, and orders, contained in the certified copy of them, which 
I have delivered to you, and by such other instructions as it may be neces¬ 
sary to communicate to you, until said establishment is organized, and 
Ayuntaraientos are established, at the places where they may be necessary. 
The said Don Stephen F. Austin, is authorized by the government, to ad¬ 
minister justice in that district, and to form a Regiment of National Mili¬ 
tia, over which for the present, he must be the chief, with the rank of Lieu¬ 
tenant Colonel; all of which you will make known to the inhabitants of 
said district, in order that they'may recognize the said Austin, invested with 
said powers, and obey whatever he may order, relative to the public ser¬ 
vice of the country, the preservation of good order, and the defence of the 
Nation to which they belong 

And I transcribe it to you for your information, and strict compliance 
on your part; notifying you, that on Saturday, the 9th. instant, you will 
collect as many ofthe inhabitants ofthe district, under your charge, as you 
can, at the house of Sylvenus Castleman, that I may communicate to them 
the superior orders, with which I am charged, and that said Don Stephen 
F. Austin, may be recognized by the civil and military authorities depend¬ 
ant on him, and by the new colonists, who are under his charge.—God 
oreserve yon many years.—At Castleman’s, Aneust 6th. 1823. 

EL BARON DE BASTROP. 

K 
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[JVo. 17.] Official letter from Jose Antonio Saucedo , Political Chief of Ted» 
as, to Austin 

Under this date, I have transmitted to the Alcaldes of the Colorado, and 
Brazos, the following order:— 

“ The Baron de Bastrop, the commissioner of this government, proceeds 
to that district, to put the inhabitants, established in it, in possession of 
their lands, agreeably to law, anil to issue to them the corresponding titlef 
for their security, so soon as they pay the fees, established by the fee bill, 
which I circulated when I was at that point; which 1 communicate to> 
you, for your information, and in order that there may be no delay, in the 
organization of that establishment, you will notify all the inhabitants, who 
wish to settle in it, that they must positively assemble on the day, and at 
the dace fixed, by said commissioner, to put them in possession of their 
lands, and issue the titles therefor. And you will make the corresponding 
report of the receipt and execution of this order.” 

Which 1 communicate to you for your information and necessary purpos» 
es.—God and Liberty.—San Fernando de Bexar, 23d. June, 1824. 

JOSE ANTONIO SAUCEDO. 

(Same to the Same.) 

The great scarcity of public funds, under which this province is suffer- 
ing, and the urgent necessities at this time felt by its representative bodies, 
has compelled the Baron de Bastrop, sixth member of the most excellent 
deputation, to undertake the fatiguing journey to that place, to collect 
as much as possible of the fees, belonging to the nation, agreeably to the 
fee bill, which I left with you on the lands, granted to those inhabitants, 
and also for the purpose of issuing the titles to them, as the commissioner of 
this government, in union with yourself. You will in both cases, use eve¬ 
ry possible exertion to carry these measures into due effect, for thus the 
good of the country requires.—God and Liberty.—San Fernando de Bex¬ 
ar, 22nd. June, 1824. JOSE ANToNlO SAUCEDO. 

(Same to the Same , relative to Stamp Paper.) 

I send you a copy of the law, relative to stain a paper, in order that in 
conformity therewith, those inhabitants may make out their petitions fof 
lands, on the corresponding stain’), and that the titles may be issued to 
them, on the stamp prescribed by law. And as there is not a sufficiency of 
stamps in the depot of this city, I authorize you f^o stamp as much 
common paper, as may be necessary for those inhabitants, doing it by 
means of aline at the top of each sheet, with theSs-«6oressions: “ Sella 
3o. 4rrs. Habilitado por la Nacion Mexicana para elaho de 1824, Austin. (/.) 
Signing it with your sir name only. After which the interested person, 
shall take the same paper to the Alcalde of the district, who as the provis¬ 
ional collector of the revenue, shall collect its value, and put on the mar¬ 
gin ofeach sheet the following expressions. “Pago elinteresado en estejut- 
gado de mi cargo Ids cuatro riales imporle del Sello anterior.” (g.) Date and 
signature of the Alcalde. The same will be Observed with regard to 
stamps of the other classes. To avoid mistakes, you must keep a circum¬ 
stantial account ofthe paper stamped by you, and the Alcalde will in like 

f/.) Seal 3d. four bits; stamped by the Mexican Nation for the /ear 
1824. 

(g.) The interested person, has paid into this office, under my charge, 
fbur bits, the value of the above stamp. 
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rianner, keep ah account of the amount collected by him, afid each one 
will make a return thereof, to the government, at the end ol the year, with* 
sut however, delaying to remit the proceeds, as soon as possible, by any 
safe opportunity that may present.-—God and Liberty.—San Fernando da 
Bexar, 22nd. June, 1824. JOSE AM OHIO SALCEDO. 

JjVo. 18.] Appointment of Gaspar Flores , as Commissioner,in theplaceof 
Baron de Bastrop. 

His Excellency, the Lieutenant Governor of this State, under date of 
7th. February last past, says tome as follows:— 

“It being impossible for Don Felipe HenriqueNeri Baron de Bastrop, the 
former commissioner, of the first colony of the empresario, citizen fc'tej hen 
F. Austin, to leave this capital to conclude the unfinished business ol said 
colony, as well on account of his station as a member of the legislature, 
as also because he is dangerous ly ill; I have thought proper to determine 
i in consequence - bf'your“oHKnaTrepresentation, No. 11. of the 16th. Janu- 
i ary last past, and with the consent of said Bastrop, to authorize citizen 
i Gaspar Flores, who has been ecu.missioned by the Government, for the 
second colony of said empresario, to complete the business which may be 
unfinished, in the said first colony, which you will communicate to said 
citizen, Gaspar Flores, for his information and corresponding effects.” 

And I transcribe it to you, for the purposes indicated.—God and Liber¬ 
ty.—Nacogdoches, 19th. March, 1827. 

JOSE ANTONIO SAUCEDO, Chief of Department. 

To Citizen Gaspar Flores. 

{Ab. 19.] (Order relative to the Register.) 

Executive Department, > 

Of the State of Couhuila and Texas, y 

Under this date I have issued the following order, to citizen Gaspar 
Flores, commissioner of that colony. 

“ Having considered the official representation, dated 5th. ultimo, di¬ 
rected to me by citizen Stephen F. Austin, empresario of Austin’s Colony,. 
in that department, relative to the mode of preventing the original docu¬ 
ments of his first colony, from being lost or destroyed by the lapse of time, 

I have thought proper to approve of it, and in consequence, order that the 
following articles shall be observed on the subject, w hich are in addition to 
the instructions heretofore given to you. 

Art. 1. In order to preserve and perpetuate the documents appertain¬ 
ing to the first enterprize of colonization of the empresario, citizen Stephen 
F- Austin, in Texas, established in virtue of the supreme decree of the 
Mexican Government, dated 18th. February, 1823; of which, you are ap¬ 
pointed commissioner, in place of the former commissioner, Baron de Bas¬ 
trop, all the said documents shall be transcribed, together with the decrees 
of the government on the subject, ar.d the titles issued in virtue of them, to 
individuals, and to said empresario, accrmparied with a plot of each tract 
of land, and of the town of San Felipe de Austin, in a large Book, well 
bound and destined for that object. 

Art. 2. At the top of the first page of said book, the following words 
shall be written, “ Register of the documents and titles , issued in the first en¬ 
terprize of colonisation, of the empresario, citizen Stephen F. Austin, in Tex¬ 
as/ 1 vyhich shall be signed by the commissioner, empresario, and alcalde, of 
the Town, with assistant witnesses. 
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Art. 3. At the end of each document and title, the following words 
shall be put, u The foregoing instrument of writing, is literally copied from 
its original, which is on file in the archives of this colony date and signa¬ 
ture of the commissioner, empresario, and alcalde, with assistant witnesses^ 
Art. 4. At the end of the register of the whole, the following words 

shall be put; “ Theforegoing register composed of -- pages contains literal 

and exact copies of all the documents and titles filed in the archives of the first 
colony of the empresario, citizen Stephen F. A ustin, established in Texas, iti 
virtue of the Colonisation Lax, of the 4tli. January, 1823, and of the decree of 
the supreme government of the Mexican Nation, of the iWi. of February, conr 
firmed by those of the sovereign constituent congress, and supreme executive 
poiver, dated the l Wi. and 14f,'t. April, of the said year , L 8 23, which are cop¬ 
ied into this book, and compared with their originals, by the commissioner, 
citizen Caspar Flores, empresario citizen Stephen F. Austin, and the alcalde 
of this town , in compliance with the instructions of his Excellency the Govern¬ 
or of the State of Coahuila and Texas, dated 31st. of May, 1827, for the pur¬ 
pose of preserving and perpetuating said documents in the archives of said colo¬ 
ny in a secure form, in order that they may at all times have the same value 
and legality in law, as their originals; in attestation of all which, we, the said 
commsssioner, empresario, and alcalde, sign, &c. Sic .” 

‘Inasmuch as 1 am informed that the book destined for this object, is al¬ 
ready acquired by the empresario, and that the stamp paper on which the 
origiual titles are extended, has been paid for;—the said book shall bp 
stamped by the collector of the stamp duties of the town of San Felipe de 
Austin, with the stamp of the fourth seal; and he will collect the value of 
one stamp for each leaf, for which purpose he will put the corresponding 
certificate, on the first and last leaf, expressing in the latter the whole 
amount of stamps collected, which shall be entered in the accounts of his 
office.’ 

Which I transcribe to you for your intelligence and observance, so far 
as appertains to you in answer to your official representation of the 5th. 
of last month, relative to the matter.—God and Liberty—Saltillo, 31st. 
May, 1827. ARISPE, Governor of the State. 

JUAN ANTONIO PADILLA, Secretary of State. 
To Citizen Stephen F. Austin. 

[No. 20.] ( Decree No. 72.) NA TIONAL COLONIZA TION LA TV. 
The Supreme Executive Power, provisionally appointed by the General 
Sovereign Coustituent Congress—To all who shall see and understand 
these presents; Know Ye—That the said Congress, has decreed as fol¬ 
lows :— 

/ Art. 1. The Mexican nation offers to foreigners, who come to establish 
' themselves within its territory, security for their persons and property, pro¬ 
vided, they subject themselves to the laws of the country. 

Art. 2 This law comprehends those lands of the nation, not the proper¬ 
ty of individuals, corporations, or towns, which can be colonized. 

Art. 3. For this purpose the Legislatures of all the States, will, as soon 
as possible, form colonization laws, or regulations for their respective sates, 
conforming themselves in all things, to the constitional act, general con- 
sitution, and the regulations established in this law. 

Art. 4. There cannot be colonized any lands, comprehended within 
twenty leagues of the limits of any foreign nation, nor within ten leagues 
of the coasts, without the previous approbation of the general supreme ex¬ 
ecutive power. 
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•Art.- 5. If for the-defence and security of. the nation, the federal govern,- 
*nent should, deem it necessary to use any portion oi these -lands, for :the 
construction ot, warehouses, arsenals, or other public edifices, they can do 
go, with .the approbation of the general congress, or in its recess, of the 
council .of'government. 

Art/ ,6. Until af ter four, years from -the publication of this law, there 
And not be imposed auy tax whatever, ontheeutrance of the persons of for¬ 
eigners, whocome -to establish thaniseives for the first tune, in the nation. 
/.Art. .7. Until after the year .184(1, the general congres&shall not prohibit 
the entrance of any .fomignei, as a colonist, unless imperious circumstan¬ 
ces should require at, -with respect to the individuals of a particular nation. 

.Art. 8. The government, without prejudicing the objects of this law, 
ghall take such precautionary measuresas it may deem expedient,for the se* 
cucify nf the confederation,, as respects the foreigners who come to colonize. 

Art. 9. A> preference sshaJl be given in the distribntion of lands, to Mex¬ 
ican citizens, end no other distinction shall be n.ade in regard to them 
except that which as founded on individual merit, or services rendered the 
country, or under equal circumstances, a residence in the plate Where the 
lands to be: distributed are situated. 

Art -JO. The military who in virtue of the offer made on 'the 2?th. 
March, 1821, have aright to lands, shall be attended to by the states, in 
conformity-with the diplomas which are issued to that effect, by the su¬ 
preme executive power. 

Art. 11. - If in virtue of the decree alluded to, in thelast article,-arid ta¬ 
king into view the probabilitiesoflife, the supreme executive power should 
deemit-expedient to alienate any portion of land in favor of any officer, 
whether civil or military of the federation, it can do so from the vacant 
lands of the territories. \ 

-Art. 12. • It shall not be permitted to<unite-in the same hands with the 
tight of property, more than one league square of land, suitable for frriga- _ 
tion, four square leagues in superficie, of arable land without the facilities'' 
of irrigation, and six square leagues in superficie of grazing land. 

Art. 13. The new colonists shall not transfer their property in mort¬ 
main {manias muertos.) 

Art. 14. Thi9 Jaw guarantees the contracts which the empresarios mftke 
with the families which they bring at their own expence, provided they 
are not contrary to the laws. 

Art. 15. No person who by virtue of this law, acquires a "title to lands, 
£hall hold them if he is domiciliated out of the limits of the republic. 

Art. 16. Thegovernmentin conformity with the provisions established 
in this law, will proceed to colonize the territories of the republic. 
Mexico, 18th. August, 1824. C A YET AN O IBARRA, President. 

PEDRO DE AHUM AD A, Member & Sec’y 
MANUEL DE VILLA Y COCIO, Member & Sec’y. 
Therefore, we command it to be printed, circulated, and obeyed— 
NICOLAS BRAVO, 1 Members of the 
VICENTE GUERRERO, J Supreme Executive 
MIGUEL DOMINGUEZ, ) Power. 

IJVo. 21.] COLONIZATION LAW OF THE STATE OF CbAtiVt- 
1 LA AND TEXAS. 

THE Governor provisionally appointed by the Sovereign Congress of this 
JBtate,—To all who shall see these presents; Know—That the said 

Congress, have decreed as follows:— 
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Decree No. 16. The Constituent Congress of the Free, Independent and 
Sovereign State of Coahuiia and Texas, desiring by every possible 
means, to augment the population of its territory; promote the cultiva¬ 
tion of its fertile lands; the raising and multiplication of stock, and the 
progress of the arts, and commerce; and being governed by the Con¬ 
stitutional act, the Federal Constitution, and the basis established by 
the National Decree of the General Congress, No. 72, have thought 
proper to decree the following law of colo.mzation : 

Art. L. All Foreigners, who in virtue of the general law, of the 18th. 
August, 1824, which guarantees the security of their persons and proper¬ 
ty, in the territory of the Mexican Nation, wish to remove to any of the 
settlements of the state of Coahuiia and Texas, are at liberty to do so; and 
the said State invites and calls them. 

Art 2. Those who do so, instead of being incommoded, shall be admit¬ 
ted by the local authorities of said settlements, who shall freely permit 
them to pursue any branch of industry, that they may think proper, provi¬ 
ded they respect the general laws of the nation, and those of the state. 

Art. 3. Any foreigner, already in the limits of the state of Coahuiia, and 
Texas, who wishes to settle himself in it, shall make a declaration to that 
effect, before the Ayuntamiento of the place, which he selects as his resi¬ 
dence, the Ayuntamiento in such case, shall administer to him the oath, 
Which he must take to obey the federal and state constitutions, and observe 
the religion which the former prescribes; the name of the person, and his 
family ifhe has any, shall then be registered in a book kept for that pur¬ 
pose, with a statement of where he was born, and whence from, his age, 
whether married, occupation, and that he has taken the oath prescribed, 
and considering him from that time and not before, as domiciliated. 

Art. 4. From the day in which any foreigner has been enrolled, as an 
inhabitant, in conformity with the foregoing article, he is at liberty to des¬ 
ignate any vacant land, and the respective political authority will grant it 
to him in the same manner, as to a native of the country, in conformity 
with the existing laws of the nation, under the condition that the proceed¬ 
ings, shall be passed to the government for its approbation. 

Art. 5. Foreigners of any nation, or a native of any of the Mexican 
states, can project the formation of new towns on any lands entirely va¬ 
cant, or even on those of an individual, in the case mentioned in 35th. ar¬ 
ticle ; but the new settlers who present themselves for admission, must prove 
their Christianity morality and good habits, by a certificate from the au¬ 
thorities where they formerly resided. 

Art. 6. Foreigners who emigrate at the time in which, the general sove¬ 
reign congress may have prohibited their entrance, for the purpose of colo¬ 
nizing, as they have the power to do, after the year 1840, or previous to 
that time, as respects those of any particular nation, shall not then be ad¬ 
mitted ; and those who apply in proper time, shall always subject them¬ 
selves to such precautionary measures of national security, which the su¬ 
preme government, without prejudicing the object of this law, may think 
proper to adopt relative to them 

Art. 7. The government shall take care, that within the twenty leagues 
bordering on the limits of the United States of the North, and ten leagues 
in a straight line from the coast of the Gnlph of Mexioo, within the limits 
of this state, there shall be no other settlements, except such as merit the 
approbation of the supreme government of the Union, for which object, all 
petitions on the subject, whether made by Mexicans or foreigners, shall be 
passed to the superior government, accompanied by a corresponding report. 
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Art. 8. The projects for new settlements in which one or more persons., 
offer to bring at their expence, one hundred or more families, shall be pre* 
sented to the government, and if found conformable with this law, they 
will be admitted; and the government will immediately designate to the 
contractors, the land where they are to establish themselves, and the term 
of six years, within which, they must present the number of families they 
contracted for, under the penalty of losing the rights and priviledges offered 
in their favor, in proportion to the number of families which they fail to 
introduce, and the contract totally annulled if they do not bring at least, 
one hundred families. 

Art. 9; Contracts made by the contractors or undertakers, Empresarios , 
with the families brought at their expence, are guaranteed by this law, so 
far as they are conformable with its provisions. 

Art. 10. In the distribution of lands, a preference shall be given to the 
Military entitled to them, by the diplomas issued by the supreme executive 
power, and to Mexican citizens who are not Military, among whom there 
shall be no other distinction, than that founded on their individual merit, or 
services performed for the country, or in equal circumstances, a residence 
in the place where the land may be situated; the quantity of land which 
may be granted, is designated in the following articles. 

—'Art. 11. A square of land, which on each side has one league or five 
thousand varas, or what is the same thing, a superficie of twenty-five mil¬ 
lion varas, shall be called a sitio, and this shall be the unity for counting 
One, two, or more sitios; and also the unity for counting one, two, or more" 
labors, shall be one million square varas, or one thousand varas on each 
side, which shall compose a labor. The vara for this measurement shall 
be three geometrical feet. 

Art. 12. Taking the above unity as a basis, and observing the distinc¬ 
tion which must be made, between grazing land, or that which is proper 
for raising of stock, and farming land, with or without the facility of irri¬ 
gation; this law grants to the contractor or contractors, for the establish-i 
meut of a new settlement, for each hundred families which he may intro-/ 
duce and establish in the state, five sitios of grazing land, and five labors) 
at least, the one half of which, shall be without the facility of irrigation j 1 
but they canonly receive this premium for eight hundred families, although 
a greater number should be introduced, and no fraction whatever, less 
than one hundred shall entitle tjiem to any premium, not even proportion¬ 
ally. 

Art. 13. Should any contractor or contractors in virtue of the number 
of families which he may have introduced, acquire in conformity with, 
the last article, more than eleven square leagues of land, it shall neverthe¬ 
less be granted, but subject to the condition of alienating the excess,, 
within twelve years, and if it is not done, the respective political authority 
shall do it, by selling it at public sale, .delivering the proceeds to the own¬ 
ers, after deducting the costs of sale." 

Art. 14. To each family comprehended in a contract, whose sole occupa¬ 
tion is cultivation of land, one labor shall be given, should he also be a 
stock raiser, grazing land shall be added to complete a sitio, and should 
his only occupation be raising of stock, he shall only receive a superficie 
of grazing land, equal to twenty-four million square bars. 

Art. 15. Unmarried men shall receive the same quantity when they en¬ 
ter the matrimonial state, and foreigners who marry native Mexicans, shall 
receive one fourth more; those who are entirely single, or who do not form 
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a part .of somefamily whether foreigners pr natives,.^U content them¬ 
selves with the fourth part of the ab,ore jaentiyyaed quantity, which mail 
that can be given them until they marry. ' 

Art. 16. Families or unmarried men. who, entirely of their own accord, 
hhve emigrated and mpy wish to unite themselves to any new towns, c^n 
at all txm.es do so, and the same quantity pfland shall, be assigned, -them. 
Which is mentioned m the two .last articles, but if they dp,** within the first 
Six years from the establishment of the settlement,, pne-kbor more shall be 

Art. 17. It appertains to the government to augment -the quantity -iadi- 
catedm the.14,15, and 14th, articles, in prpportiouto the family industry, 
and activity of the colonists, agreeably to ,tfie information.given on -theSe •' 
suhjects by the Ayuntamientos and Commissioners; the said government 
always observing the provisions of the 12th. article, of the .decree of tL* 
geijeral congress on the subject. 

Art. 18. The families whp emigrate in conformity with U»e.l 1 6ttx..^rtide 

?h u ” ‘“Wediately present themselves to the political authority pf the place 
which they may have chosen for their residence, who finding in them tho 
— requisites, prescribed by this law for new settlers, shall admit them, and 'nut 
them in possession of the corresponding lands, and shall immediately give 
an account thereof to the government; who of themselves, or by means of 

a person commissioned to that effect, will issue them a title. . V 

Art. 19. The Indians pf all nations, bordering qn the state, as wall 
Wandering tribes that may be within its limits, shall be received in the mar 
kets, without paying any duties whatever for .commerce; ip the product* of 
ihe country; and d attracted by the moderation.apd confidence, with 
which they shall be treated, any of them, after having first declared them¬ 
selves in favor of our Religion and Institutions, wish to establish themselves 
in any settlements that are forming, they shall be admiUed,and the same 
quantity ofland given them, as to the settlers, spoken of in the 14th & 15th 

articles, always preferring native Indians to strangers. * 

Art. 20. In order that there may be no vacancies between tracts, of 
which, great care shall be taken in the distribution of lands; it shall be 
laid off in squares, or other forms although irregular, if the local situadion 
requires it; and in said distribution, as well as the assignation of lands for 
new towns, previops notice shall he given to tha adjoining proprietors if 

any, in order to prevent dissentions and law suits. 

Art. 21. If by error in the concession, any land shall be granted, belong- 
he s i er ’ T P ro , of ^ made of that fact, an equal quantity shaf* 

^rrnr hi Se K W n e K e ’ W >vho ‘W have thus obtained it through 
be fo d e mni f led t W the owner of such ]and, for any 

^ wwWai 

r new . settl . ers as an acknowledgment, shall pay to the state, 
for each sitio of pasture land, thirty dollars; two dollars and a half for 
f«r Ch I a h° r 'I'iw* the . fa ? iHt y of irrigation, and three dollars and a half, 
for each one that can be irrigated, and so on nroportionally according to 
^ qua 1 . t /. ofthe land distributed; but thesaid pay mints 
? e ® d „ not be mhde, until s lX years after the settlement, and by thirds; the 
first within four years, the second within five years, and the last within six 
2 U ?|®! 0 the P eaal ty of losing the land, for a failure, in any of said pay. 
ments, there are excepted fro® this payment, the contractors, and JVliliU- 
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ry, spoken of in the 10th. article; the former, with respect to lands given 
them, as a premium, and the latter, for those which they obtained, in con¬ 
formity with their diplomas. 

Art. 23. The Ay untamientos of each municipality ( Comarca ,) shall collect 
the above mentioned funds, gratis, by means of a committee, appointed ei¬ 
ther within or without their body; and shall remit them as they are collect¬ 
ed, to the treasurer ol their funds, who will give the corresponding receipt, 
and without any other compensation than two and a hall per cent, all 
that shall be allowed him, he shall hold them at the disposition of the gov¬ 
ernment, rendering an account every month of the ingress and egress, and 
of any remissness or fraud, which he may observe in their collection; for 
the correct management oi all which, the person employ ed, and the com¬ 
mittee, and the individuals ol the Ayuntamientos who appoint them, shall 
be individually responsible, and that this responsibility may be at all times 
effectual, the said appointments shall be made viva voce , and information 
shall be given thereof, immediately to the government. - 

. Art. 24. The government will sell to Mexicans and to them only, such 
lands as they may wish to purchase, taking care that there shall not be 
accumulated in the same hands, more than eleven sitios; and under the 
condition, that the purchaser must cultivate whathe acquires by this title 
within six years, from its acquisition, under the penalty of losing them; 
the price of each sitio, subject to the foregoing condition, shall be one 
hundred dollars, if it be pasture land; one hundred and fifty dollars, if it 
be farming land without the facility of irrigation; and two hundred and 
fifty dollars if it can be irrigated. 

Art. 25. Until six years after the publication of this 1^'w, the legislature 
of this state, cannot alter it as regards the acknowledgSqgt, and price to 
be paid for land, or as regards the quantity and quality, to be distributed 
to the new settlers, or sold to Mexica’ns. 

Art. 26. The new settlers, who within six years from the dateof the posses¬ 
sion, have not cultivated or occupied the lands granted them, according to 
its quality, shall be considered to have renounced them, and the respective 
political authority, shall immediately proceed to take possession of them, 
and recall the titles. • 

Art. 27. The contractors and Military, heretofore spoken of, and those 
ifho by purchase have acquired lands, can alienate them at any time, but 
the successor is obliged to cultivate them in the same time, that the origin¬ 
al proprietor was bound to do; the other settlers can alienate theirs when 
they have totally cultivated them, and not before. 

Art 28. By testamentary will ? made in corformity with the existing 
laws, or those which may govern in future, any new colonist, from the day 
of his settlement, may dispose of his land, although he may not have cul¬ 
tivated it, and if he dies intestate, his property shall be inherited by the 
person or persons entitled by the laws to it; the heirs being subject to the 
same obligation and condition imposed on the original grantee. 

Art. 29. Lands acquired by virtue of this law, shall not by any title 
whatever, passinto mortmain. 

Art. 30. The new, settler who wishing to establish himself in a foreign 
country resolves to leave the territory of the state, can do so freely, with 
all his property; but after leaving the state, he shall not any longer hold 
his land, and if he had not previously sold it, or the sale should not be in 
conformity with the 27th. article, it shall become entirely vacant. 

Art. 31. Foreigners who in conformity with this law, have obtained 
land, and establishedthemselvesin any new settlement, shall be .considered 
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from that moment, naturalized in the country; and by marrying a Mexi¬ 
can, they acquire a particular merit to obtain letters of citizenship of thei 
state, subject however to the provisions which may be made relative tO( 
both particulars, in the constitution of the state. 

Art. 32. During the first ten years, counting from the day on which tha¬ 
ne w settlements may have been established, they shall be free from all con¬ 
tributions, of whatever denomination, with the exception of those which, 
in case of invasion by an enemy, or to prevent it, are generally imposed,, 
and all the produce of agriculture or industry of the new settlers, shall be 
free from excise duty Jllcabala, or other, duties, throughout every part of 
the state, with the exception of the duties referred to in the next article 
after the termination of that time, the new settlements shall be on the same 
footing as to taxes, .with the old ones, and the colonists shall also in this 
particular, be on the same footing with the other inhabitants of the state. 

Art. 33. From the day of their settlement, the new colonists shall be at 
liberty to follow any branch of industry, and can also work mines of every 
description, communicating with the supreme government of the confede¬ 
ration, relative to the general revenue appertaining to it, and subjecting- 
themselves in all other particulars, to jthe ordinances or taxes, established 
or which may be established on this branch. 

Art. 34. Towns shall be founded on the sites deemed most suitable, by 
the government, or the person commissioned for this effect, and for each 
one, there shall be designated four square leagues, whose area may be in 
a regular or irregular form, agreeably to the situation. 

Art. 35. If any of the said sites should be the property of an individual, 
and the establishment of new towns on them, should notoriously be of gen¬ 
eral utility, they can notwithstanding, be appropriated to this object, pre¬ 
viously indemnifying the owner for its just value, to be determined by ap- 
praisers. 

Art. 36. Building lots in the new towns shall be given gratis, to the con¬ 
tractors of them, and also to artists of every class, as many as are neoessary- 
for the establishment of their trade; and to the other settlers they shall be 
sold at public auction, after having been previously valued—under the ob¬ 
ligation to pay the purchase money by instalments of one third each; the; 
first in six months, the second in twelve months, and the third in eighteen 
months; but all owners of lots, including contractors and artists, shall an¬ 
nually pay one dollar for each lot, which, together with the produce of the 
sales, shall be collected by the Ayuntamientos, and applied to the building 
of churches in said towns. 

Art. 37. So far as is practicable, the towns shall be composed Of natives 
and foreigners, and in their delineations, great care shall be taken to lay 
off the streets straight, giving them a direction from north to south, and 
from east to west, when the site will permit it. 

Art. 38. For the better location of the said new towns, their regular for¬ 
mation and exact partition of their lands and lots, the government on ac¬ 
count of having admitted any project, and agreed with the contractor or 
contractors, who may have presented it, shall commission a person of intel¬ 
ligence and confidence, giving himsueh particular instructions as maybe 
deemed necessary and expedient; and authorizing him- under his own re¬ 
sponsibility, to appoint one or more surveyors, to layoff the town scien¬ 
tifically, and do whatever else may be required. 

ATt. 39. The Governor in conformity with the last fee bill Jlmncel , of 
notary public’s of the ancient audience of Mexico, shall designate the f#es« 
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of' the commissioner, who in conjunction with the cblohists, shall fix th« 
•urveyor’s fees; but both shall be paid by the colonists, and in the manner 
which all parties among themselves may agree upon. 

Art. 40. As soon as at least forty families are united in one place, they 
shall proceed to the formal establishment of the new towns, and all of 
them shall take an oath, to support the general and state constitutions; 
which oath will be administered by the commissioner, they shall then, in 
his presence proceed for the first time, to the election of their municipal 
authority. 

Art. 41. A new town, whose inhabitants shall not be less than two hund¬ 
red, shall elect an Ayuntamiento, provided there is not another one estab¬ 
lished within eight leagues, in which case, it shall be added to it. The 
number of individuals which are to compose the Ayuntamiento, shall be 
regulated by the existing laws. 

Art. 42. Foreigners are eligible, subject to the provisions which the con¬ 
stitution of the state may prescribe, to elect the members of their munici¬ 
pal authorities, and to be elected to the same. 

Art. 43. The municipal expences, and all others which may be consid¬ 
ered necessary, or of common utility to the new towns, shall be proposed to 
the Governor, by the Ayuntamientos through the political chief, accom¬ 
panied with a plan of the taxes arbitrios, which in their opinion may be 
just and best calculated to raise them, and should the proposed plan, be 
approved of by the Governor, he shall order it to be executed, subject 
however to the resolution of the legislature, to whom it shall be immedi¬ 
ately passed with his report and that of the political chief, who will say 
whatever occurs to him on the subject. 

Art. 44. For the opening and improving of roads, and other public works 
in Texas, the government will transmit to the chief of that department, the 
individuals, who in other parts of the state, may have been sentenced to 
public works as vagrants, or for other crimes, these same persons may be 
employed by individuals for competent wages, and as soon as the time of 
their condemnation is expired, they can unite themselves as colonists, to 
any new settlement, and obtain the corresponding lands, if their reforma¬ 
tion shall have made them worthy of such favor in the opinion of the chief 
of the department, without whose certificate, they shall not be admitted. 

Art. 45. The government in accord with the respective ordinary eccle¬ 
siastics, will take care to provide the new settlements with the competent 
number of pastors, and in accord with the same authority, shall propose to 
the legislature for its approbation, the salary which the said pastors are to 
receive, which shall be paid by the new settlers. 

Art. 46. The new settlers as regardgthe introduction of slaves, shall sub¬ 
ject themselves to the existing laws, and those which may hereafter be es¬ 
tablished on the subject. 

Art. 47. The petitions now pending relative to the subject of this law, 
shall be despatched in conformity with it, and for this purpose, they shall 
be passed to the Governor, and the families who may be established within 
the limits of the state, without having any land assigned them, shall sub¬ 
ject themselves to this law, and to the orders of the supreme government of 
the Union, with respect to those who are within t wenty leagues of the lim¬ 
its of the United States of America, and ten leagues in a straight line of the 
coast of the Gulph of Mexico. 

ATt. 48. This law shall be published in all the villages .of the state, and 
that it may arrive at the notice of all others, throughout the Mexican con¬ 
federation, it shall be communicated to theiY-retpeetive legislatures, by the 
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secretary of this state; and the Governor will take particular care, to send 
a certified copy of it, in compliance with the 161st. article ofthe federal 
constitution, to the two houses of congress, and the supreme executive 
power of the nation, with a request to the latter, to give it general circula¬ 
tion through foreign states, by means of our embassadors. 

The Governor pro tern, of the state will cause it to be published and 
.circulated.—Saltillo, 24th. March, 1825.—Signed; 

RAFAEL RAMOS V VALDEZ Pesident. 

JUAN VICENTE CAMPOS Member & Sec’y. 

JOSE JOAQUIN ARCE ROSALES, Member & Sec’y. 

Therefore I command all Authorities, as well Civil as Military and Ec¬ 
clesiastical, to obey, and cause to be obeyed, the present decree in all its 
V i .parts. RAF A E L GONZALES, Governor. 


•[JVo. 22.J Contract with the government of the State for the Colonisation of 
five hundred families. 


Executive Department, > 
Jh. Of the State ofCoahuilaand Texas.) 

m j i 

v 


before me the representation, directed by you to the supreme go¬ 
vernment ofthe nation, dated 6th. November, 1824, soliciting that Galves¬ 
ton might be made a port of entry, and asking authority to settle two or 
three hundred families, more or less, on the lands contiguous to those al¬ 
ready distributed in that colony, and particularly on the bay of Galveston, 
and the rivers that discharge into it; you also ask authority to found a town, 
on the island of Galveston, or at some other suitable point; which repre¬ 
sentation was .transmitted to me by the honorable legislature ofthe state, 
when it communicated to me the law of colonization, passed by that body 
the 24th. of March last, for the purposes which might be necessary, relative 
to said new colony proposed by you. 

Subsequently, I received your representation of the 4 th. of February last, 
on the same subject, and proposing to colonize three hundred honest and in¬ 
dustrious families, a part of whom were in the country on the Trinity, and 
Neches rivers, beyond your limits; which families you offer to settle on 
the waters of the Brazos and Colorado, as high as to the San Antonio 
Toad. • 

In consequence of your representations, and keeping in view the con¬ 
tracts, made by this government a few days since, with four other empresa- 
rios, to colonize all the lands adjacent to your colony on the east, north, 
and west, with two thousand four hundred families; in conformity with the 
law of colonization, and the conditions imposed by the government, except-V 
■ing only, the ten border leagues on the coast, and twenty border leagues, on * 
the boundary line,reserved by the national colonization law, ofthe 18th. 
August, 1824, subject to the disposition ofthe national government; and 
being informed that there remains much vacant land within the limits of 
your first colony, not granted to any person; I hereby grant the permission 
which you petition for, to settle the three hundred families you mention, on 
the vacant lands, remaining in the colony now under your charge, and not 
comprehended in any of those already granted to other empresarios, so as 
to avoid granting an establishment on lands already assigned to others for 
that purpose. 

In case you still wish to effect the colonization of the said three hundred 
families, which you propose, within the limits of your first colony, the said 
additional families must subject themselves to the federal constitution, and 
that of the state, and to the general and local laws of their adopted country 1 
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the said new colony, shall also be regulated by the colonization law of (he 
state of the -_4th. March last, and you as empresario, must be subject to the 
following stipulations. 

Art. 1. The government admits the proposition presented by citizen Ste¬ 
phen F. Austin, in his representation of the 4th. February, of the last year, 
relative to the colonization of three hundred foreign families, so far as may 
be conformable with the colonization law, passed by the honorable legisla¬ 
ture of this state, 24th. March last; and 1 hereby designate, in compliance 
with the 8th article of said law, and in consequence oi your representation, 
the vacant land within the limits of the colony which you have already es ¬ 
tablish d, excepting only the ten border leagues on the coast, which can 
only be colonized with the previous approbation of the supreme executive 
power of the nation, in conformity with the law of the 18th. August 18-s- 
Art. 2. Y ou shall respect the possessions 'en to individuals, who oc¬ 
cupy lands within your limits, under legal titles. 

Art. 3. In conformity with the said colonization law of the 24th. March, 
the emfft’esario citizen Stephen F. Austin, shall introduce the three hunt - 
-red families which he proposes, within the term of six years, counting 
from the day on which the said empresario signs this contract, under the 
penalty of losing the rights and priviledges granted to him by the 8th. ar¬ 
ticle of said law. 

Art. 4. The families that are to compose this colony, besides being in¬ 
dustrious as offered in the representation, must also be catholics, and oi 
good moral habits, which qualifications must be proved by the document.-, 
required in the 5th. article of the colonization law,ofthe 24th. March. 

Art. 5. It shall be an obligation upon hire, not to admit criminals, vag¬ 
abonds, or men of bad conduct, and he shall cause all those of this descrip¬ 
tion, who are found within his limits to leave it, and should it be neces¬ 
sary. he shall put tl en. out by force of arms. 

Art. 6. For this purpose, the colonists shall be formed into a body of na¬ 
tional militia, of which he shall be the chief, until otherwise directed. 

Art. 7. So soon as he shall have introduced at least one hund red families, 
tie shall notify the government thereof, in order that a commissioner may 
be sent with competent instructions, to put the new colonists in posession 
of their lands, and to establish the new towns agreeably to law. 

Art. 8 The official communications with the government, and with the 
authorities of the state, instruments, and other public acts, must be written 
in the Spanish language, and when new towns are formed he shall promote 
the establishment of schools in the Spanish language, in such towns. 

Art. 9. It shall also he his duty to promote the building of churches in 
said towns, and the providing of them with ornaments, sacred vase=, am. 
ether furniture, destined for divine worship, and to solicit in due tame, ne 
necessary number of Priests, for the administration of spiritual a it air,-.. 

Art. 10. In all other particulars not expressed in the above stipulation!-. 

he shall subject himself to the colonization law, and other general laws. 

Art. 10. The foregoing are the conditions or stipulations on which this 
government admits the new project of colonization, proposed by you, 
your aforementioned official representation, and should they be accepte 
by you. von will so declare under your signature at the end of this in¬ 
strument, which you will then return to me, 1o be filed in the archives o. 
this government, and a certified copy thereof and of your official .repre- 
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rentation, attested by the Secretary of state, shall be immediately tran9f 
niitte l to you for your security, in order that you may immediately pro¬ 
ceed with said project.—God and Liberty.—Saltillo, 27th. April, 18 zb. 

RAFAEL GONZALES,. Governor of the State. 

To Citizen Stephen F. Austin. 

Having seen the stipulations and conditions, stated in the foregoing of¬ 
ficial instrument, of His Excellency, Rafael Gonzales, Governor of the 
state of Coahila and Texas, relative to the colonization of three hundred 
foreign families, oil the vacant lands remaining within the colony, which 
1 have already established in Texas; I hereby declare my acceptance of 
the same, and a gree to comply with them in every particular, under the 
penalty of losing the rights and priviledges mentioned in the third article 
of said stipulations.—San Felipe de Austin, 4th. June, 1825. 

STEPHEN F. AUSTIN. 


[JVo. 23.] Official letter of the Governor extending the foregoing Contract , 
to five hundred families. 

Executive Department, ) 
of the State of Coahuila and Texas. $ 

On the 27th. of April last, I transmitted to you the conditions on 
which this government admitted the project of colonizing three huudred 
families, proposed by you to the government of the Union, in your repre¬ 
sentation of 6th. November, 1824, and in that to the government of this 
state, of the 4th. February last, specifying more particularly the section 
you wish to colonize. 

I have just received the new representation which you have transmit¬ 
ted, under date of the 4th. of April last, proposingto establish five hund¬ 
red families in said new colony; and understanding that the district, des¬ 
ignated for you, in my communication of the 27th. of April last, is suffi¬ 
ciently extensive to settle the five hundred families which you now propose; 
I hereby grant you permission to do so, on the same conditions which I have 
before indicated to you, it being understood that your former petitions on 
this subject, are all consolidated in the last one of the 4th. of April. 

As regards establishing the port of Galveston, I will communicate the 
result to you seperately, as soon as the sovereign congress of the nation 
determines that question.—God and Liberty.—Saltillo, 20th. May, 1825. 

RAFAEL GONZALES, Governor of the State. 

To Citizen Stephen F. Austin. 


(JVo. 24.] ( Limits of the above mentioned Colony .) 

Executive Department, > 

of the State of Coahuila and Texas.) 

Taking into consideration the representation of citizen Stephen F. Aus¬ 
tin, an empresario of the department of Texas, for the colonization of 
five hundred families, on unappropriated lands of the state, asking a spe¬ 
cific demaraction of limits, within which, the said families are to be settled; 
in order to avoid at all times any kind of doubts, or disputes, between ad¬ 
joining empresarios, or the respective colonists, situated near the same 
limits, and keeping in view the concessions granted by this government, to 
the empresarios Green De Wit, Robert Leftwitch, and John Lucius Wood¬ 
bury, which are situated on the west, north, and east, of the colony ofsaid 
citizen Stephen F. Austin; I have thought proper to add, as an additional 
article to the contract on colonization, concluded the 4th June, 1825, the- 





TRANSLATIONS, 


51 


following permanent demarcation of limits, for the before mtentioned colony* 

Commencing on the west bank of the river San Jacinto, at the termina¬ 
tion of the ten league reserve, from the Gulph of Mexico, and thence fol¬ 
lowing up the right bank of said river to its head, thence due north, to the 
road leading from Bexar to Nacogdoches; thence following said road west- 
wardly, to a point from whence a line due south, will strike the La Baca, 
thence following down the east bank of said La Baca, to within ten leagues 
of the Gulph of Mexico, and thence eastwardly along the said ten league 
line parallel with the coast, to the place of beginning. 

This order and the petition of said Austin on the subject, shall be added 
to the documents relative to said colony offive hundred families, and it 
shall also be communicated to said empresario, and all others who may be 
interested for their information. 

And I communicate it to you, and under this date have also communir 
cated it to the commissioner of that colony, for the corresponding effects.— 
God and Liberty.—Saltillo, 7th. March, 1827. 

ARISPE, Governor of the State. 

To Citizen Stephen F. Austin. JUAN ANTONIO PADILLA, 

Secretary of State, 

[jVo. 25.] ('Commission of Gaspar Floresfor the second colony.') 

Executive Department ) 
of the State of Coahuila and Texas.) 

Convinced of your honor, integrity and other necessary qualifications, 1’ 
have thought proper to appoint you commissioner for the partiton of lands, 
to the new colonists, in the contract of colonization, of citizen Stephen F. 
Austin, with the government of this state; which I communicate to you, 
for your information, with the understanding that I will transmit to you, 
the instructions and other documents, by which you are to be governed in 
the discharge of this most important commission.—God and Liberty.— 
Saltillo, 21st. April, 1826. ARISPE. 

To Citizen Gaspar Flores. JUAN ANTONIO PADILLA, 

Secretary of State. 

[JVo. 27.] Contract icith the Government for settling the reserve land on 
the coast , between La Baca and San Jacinto. 

Petition ofS. F. Austin, to the President.—The land situated within the 
ten border leagues from the Gulf of Mexico on the Brazos and Colorado 
rivers, is in part colonized by me, under the concession granted by the su¬ 
preme government of the Mexican nation, thus leaving a portion of va ¬ 
cant land within said ten leagues; and as it is of great importance to the 
prosperity of this new colonial establishment, that said ten leagues should 
be added to the colony, which the government of the state of Coahuila 
and Texas has assigned to me, for the settlement of the five hundred fami¬ 
lies, which I have contracted to introduce, I therefore petition the nation¬ 
al government to grant me permission to colonize the ten border leagues on 
the coast, within the following limits; to wit, beginning on the east side of 
the La Baca, ten leagues from the coast, thence eastwardly following the 
northern boundary of the ten border leagues, to the river San Jacinto; 
thence down the same to the coast, thence following the la'tter westward- 
ly to the mouth of said La Baca, and up said river to the place of begin¬ 
ning ; comprehending- all the vacant lands between said rivers La Baca, and 
San Jacinto, and within the ten border leagues from the coast; and that 
said section of country should be added to the before mentioned colony, to 
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be colonized under the same conations stipulated with the government of " 
the state of Coahuila and Texas, for said colony of five hundred families. 

SanFelipede Austin, 5th. June, 1826. STEPHEN F. AUSTIN. 

(Opinion of the Governor of the State on the foregoing petition.') 

Most Excellent Sir:— l have the honor to transmit to your Rxcellency, 
the original petition of citizen Stephen F. Austin, empresario of the colony 
of this name, on the Brazos and Colorado rivers in Texas; soliciting per¬ 
mission to colonize the ten border leagues on the Gulph of Mexico, be¬ 
tween La Baca and San Jacinto. 

Having completed the colony of three hundred families, which the said 
Austin contracted with tie supreme government of the nation, in April, 
1823; he solicited in 1825, authority from the state government, to intro¬ 
duce five hundred families more, and settle them in the section of country 
designated for his first colony, and a contract was entered into with him, 
forthat purpose, on the -terms and conditions expressed in the copy of said 
contract; which 1 herewith have the honor of transmitting to your excel¬ 
lency for the better elucidation of this subject. 

This government in forwarding the above mentioned petition to your ex¬ 
cellency, in compliance with the 7th. article of the colonization law of 
this state, of the 24th. March 1825, has the satisfaction of informing your 
excellency, that it can discover no objections whatever, to the approval 
of said petition, by the supreme government of the nation, but on the con¬ 
trary, it is of opinion, that great benefits will result from said establishment; 
and that commerce in the products of the new colonists, will flourish in 
consequence of the settlement of those lands, and the opening of the ports 
of the Brazos, Colorado and La Baca. 

As regards the merits of the said empresario, I can assure your excel¬ 
lency, that besides being the first who introduced the first families in Texas, 
when the country was an entire wilderness, and being a citizen of this na¬ 
tion, by a specal letter of citizenship, he has proved by his conduct and ad¬ 
hesion to the established government, that he merits the highest confidence. 
—God and Liberty—Saltillo, 17th. July, 1826. VICTOR BLANCO. 

To His Excellency, the Minister of ) JUAN ANTONIO PADILLA, 
Interior and Exteritor Relations. J Secretary of State. 

(Approbation of the President.) 

Most Excellent Sir:— Having rendered an account to his Excellency, 
the President, of the petition of citizen Stephen F . Austin, empresario of 
the colony of this name, on the Brazos and Colorado rivers of Texas, ask¬ 
ing permission to colonize the ten border leagues on the Gulph of Mexico, 
between the La baca and San Jacinto; the President has thought proper, 
nr conformity with your opinion of the 17th. July 1826, which accompa¬ 
nied said petition, to approve of the concession of the lands which the in¬ 
terested person has petitioned for, under the condition of subjecting him¬ 
self in all things relative to said new colony, to the law on the subject, of 
the 18th . August 1824. 

Which I communicate to your Excellency by order of the President, for 
the corresnonding effects.—God and Liberty.—Mexico, 22nd. April, 1828. 

CANEDO. 

To His Excellency the Governor of the State of Coahuila and Texas. 

( Representation of S. F. Austin to the Governor of the State.) 

Citizen S'ephen F. Austin, with due respect represents, that his excel¬ 
lency, the President of the United Mexican States, having granted me per~ 
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mission to colonize the ten border league* on the coast, between La Baca 
and San Jacinto, as appears by the official letter of the minister of relations 
dated 22nd. April last; and as 1 am ready to commence theenterpriz:, so 
,39011 as 1 receive the competent authority from the government of the -tate 
of Coahuila and Texas; 1 therefore solicit your excellency to authorize me 
in conformity with the law on the subject, to colonize the land compre-* 
tended within the before mentioned limits, and to survey and divide out 
said lands, to the colonists, in the portions prescribed by law, and to issue 
to them their titles of possession and property, in the name of the govern¬ 
ment of this State, giving to me the term of six years to complete said en- 
terprize, the colonists paying the expences of the surveying, titles, and 
possessions, according to the provisions of the law; I-also ask authority to 
select and take for my own proper use, benefit and property, the quantity 
of five leagues and five labors, which I am entitled to as empresario agreea¬ 
bly to law, for each one hundred colonists, which 1 establish within s i id 
limits, governing myself in all things, by the general law of colonization, of 
18th. August 1824, and the state law of 24th. March 1825; and for iny so- 
curityl petition that your excellency will be pleased to transmit to me an 
attested " copy in due form, of the said official letter of his excellency, Jhe 
minister of relations of 22nd. April last, and of this petition, and of the 
authority which your excellency may think proper to give me on this sub¬ 
ject.—Town of Austin, 2nd. June, 1828. STEPHENF. AUSTIN. 

Contract between the Government of the State and Austin ; and Appoint - 
merit of the latter as Commissioner 

In the City of Leona Vicario ( Saltillo ) this ninth day of .fuly 1828, His 
Excellency the Governor of the State of Coahuila and Texas, having ex¬ 
amined the foregoing petition of citizen Stephen F. Austin, and the accom¬ 
panying documents relative to the colonization of the border lands, situ¬ 
ated on the coast of the Gulph of Mexico, from the La Baca to the San 
Jacinto, and taking into consideration the merits and qualifications of said 
citizen Stephen F. Austin, has thought proper to declare on said petition 
and documents, the resolution contained in the following articles and con¬ 
ditions. 

Art. 1. In virtue of the approbation of the suprejno government of the 
nation, dated 22nd. April, of the present year which form3 a part of the 
documents in this matter; the government of this state admits the project 
of colonization, presented by said empresarioiso far as it is conformable to 
the general law of theJ8th. August, 1824, and the law of the state, of the 
24th. March, 1825, both of thtrn "on the subject of colonization, and I here¬ 
by designate in compliance with the 8th. article of the said state law, 
the territory which he solicits, under the following boundaries; beginning 
at the mouth of the La Baca on its left bank, thence following along the 
coast of the Gulph of Mexico to the point where the San Jacinto riyer 
discharges into Galveston bay, thence following up the left bank of said 
San Jacinto river, ten leagues in a straight line, thence westwardly paral¬ 
lel with the coast, to a Doint on the La Baca, ten leagues in a straight line 
above its mouth, thence following down the left bank of said La Baca to 
its mouth, at the place ofbeginning. 

Art. 2.' All possessions under legal titles which may be found within the 
territory, designated in the nreceeding article, shall be resnectcd by 
the new colonists, and the said empresario is hereby charged with the ful¬ 
filment of this duty. 
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Art. 3. At any time, in case the government should need any tracts of 
land, which from their local situation may be useful, beneficial, and pro¬ 
per, for the construction of any forts, wharves, or public warehouses, for 
the defence of any ports, or establishments of the public administration, the 
empresario shall not have any right to impede the occupation of any such 
lands or useful points which may be selected by officers appointed by the 
government, and which may be necessary for any objects of public securi¬ 
ty, or integrity of the territory, although they may not be comprehended 
in those specified in this article. 

Art. 4. Citizen Stephen F. Austin, having the confidence of the govern¬ 
ment, is hereby authorized in due form t* discharged the same time, 
both the obligations of empresario, andt he duties and fucntions of commis- 
ioner of the government, in the establishment of new towns, and settle¬ 
ments in the before mentioned border lands, which are the subject of this 
contract, and to cause said lands to be surveyed and divided out to the 
•colonists, with entire conformity to the law, on the subject, and to the in¬ 
structions of the government which will be seperately directed to him. 

Art. 5. Inasmuch as the said empresario has col clearly expressed the 
rfijwfber of families which he offers to introduce on said border territory, 
which he is now permitted to colonize; it is necessary that he should make 
a specific declaration to the government, as to this particular, or whether 
lie has another contract of five hundred families pending, to be established 
in the interior of the country, it is his wish to locate a part of them in said 
border territory, as appears to be indicated by his representation of 5th. 
June 1826, whatever said citizen Stephen F. Austin may determine on 
this point shall be considered as inserted in this article* 

Art. 6. The said empresario, shall have the right to receive the lands 
designated in the 12th . article of the colonization law of this state, in pro¬ 
portion to the number of families he is to introduce, and to select said land 
at the sites or situation which he may choose, the titles of possession for 
said lands in favor of the said empresario shall be delivered by the first Al¬ 
calde ofthe town of San Felipe de Austinj who is hereby commissioned in 
due form, for this sole purpose. 

Art. 7. The other duties and obligations of citizen Stephen F. Austin as 
empresario, are those of a general nature, which although not expressed 
in this contract, are inserted in his contract for five hundred families-^x- 
tended by this government, the 27th. April 1825, all of which shall be con¬ 
sidered as herein inserted. 

Art. 8, His duties and obligations as commissioner of the government, 
for this enterprize, are those prescribed by tf.le law of colonization of this 
state of the 24th. March 1825, and by the instructions to the commissioner 
approved by the legislature the 4th. of September 1827, and by which all 
bis operations shall be governed under the responsibilities therein specified. 

Art 9. The certified copy in due form solicited by said citizen Stephen 
F. Austin, ofthe documents on this'subject, and of this contract, Shall be 
delivered to him, attested by the secretary of state, in order that should this 
contract be accented ofby him, said Austin, it shall be considered as con¬ 
cluded and perfected from the date of his acceptation thereof, from which 
date the term of six years shall be computed, prescribed by law for the in¬ 
troduction of the families under this colonizaton enterprize. 

Art.. 10. The salary or fees corresponing to the commissioner, shall be reg¬ 
ulated by the provisions ofthe law ofthe leeislature of the state, No. 62. da- . 
ted 15th. May, of the present year.—Dateisuhove. J. MARIA VIESCA. f 
JUAN ANTONIO PAJJILLA, Sec’y of State. 
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Cifizen Juan Antonio Padilla Secretary of the State of Coahuilaand Tex¬ 
as. I certify that the foregoing is literally and legally copied from the ori¬ 
ginals which arc on file in this office under my charge. 

Leona,Vicario l2th. July 18-28. JUAN ANTONIO PADILLA. 

Secretary of State. 

Acceptance of the foregoing contract hy S. F. Austin. 

Having examined the contract which his Excellency the Governor of 
the State of Coahuila and Texas, has thought proper to comprise in ten 
articles, dated ii^ the city of Leona Vicario, 9th. July 1828, for the coloni¬ 
sation of the ten border leagues on the coast of the Gulph of Mexico, be¬ 
tween the La Baca and San Jacinto, in Texas. I wtizen Stephen F. Aus¬ 
tin, declare that I accept of the said contract, under its stipulations; and 
as respects the 5th. article of the same, which requires a declaration on my 
part of the number of families which I engage to introduce, in virtue of^» 
said contract, I hereby declare and offer to introduce the number of three 
hundred; it being understood that 1 am to receive the premium land, in 
proportion to the families which I introduce, designated for empresarios, * 
in the 12th. article of the colonization,law of the state, although^tbey 
should not amount to three hundred, if they exceed one hundred as pro¬ 
vided in'said 12th. article; and being regulated by the maximum, estab¬ 
lished in the same article of said law, and.by the contracts entered into 
with the government, by me on the 27th. April, 1825, and the 20th. No¬ 
vember, 1827.—God and Liberty.—Town of Austin, 29th. July 1828: 

STEPHEN F. AUSTIN- 

To His Excellency, the Governor of the State of Coahuila and Texas- 

Executive Decree on the above Acceptation. 

Leona Vicario, 21st. August, 1828. 

The above acceptation is added to the documents, and a copy of it, and 
of this decree-shall be transmitted to the empresario for his security. 

VIESCA 

JUAN ANTONIO PADILLA, Sec’y of State. 

A copy from the original, filed with the respective documents in this offi¬ 
ce nnder my charge.—Leona Vicario, 22d. August, 1828. 

JUAN ANTONIO PADILLA, Sec’y of State. ^ 

Instructions to the Commissioner appointed by the Legislature of the State. 

Executive Department, 1 
of the State of Coahuila and 'Axas. ) 

instructions by which the Commissioner shall be governed, in thaparjM-Voa 

of lands to the new colonists, who may establish -themselves ia the 

■State, in conformity with the colonization law of the 24th. of March, . 

1825. 

Art. t. It shall be the duty of the commissioner, keeping in view the 
contract which un empresario may have entered into with the government, 
and also the colonization law of the 24th. March, scrunilously to examine 
the certificates or recommendations which foreign emigrants must produce 
from the local authorities of the place where they removed from, accredit¬ 
ing their Christianity, morality, and steady habits, in eonformity with the 
5th. article of said law, without which requisite they shall not be admitted 
in the colony. 

Art. 2. In orderto prevent being imposed on by false recommendations, 
the commissioner shall not consider any as sufficient, without a previous 
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ooirtion in writing as to their legitimacy, from the empresario, for which, 
purpose theyshall be passe! to him by the commissioner. 

Art. 3. The commissioner shall administer to each of the new colonists, 
the oath in form, to observe the federal constitution of the United Mexican 
States, the constitution of the State, the general laws of the Nation, and 
those of the State which they have adopted for their country. 

Art. 4. He shall issue in the name of the state, the titles for land, in con* 
for.nity with the law, and put the new colonists in possession of their lands, 
with all legal form ilities, and the previous citation of adjoining proprietors, 
should there be any. • ' 

Art. 5. He shall not give possession to any colonists who may have es¬ 
tablished, or who mayfcrish to establish themselves within twenty leagues of 
the limits of the United Spates of the North, or within ten leagues of the 
coast, unless it should appear that the supreme government of the nation 
had a pproved thereof. 

Art. 6. He shall take care that no vacant lands be left between posses¬ 
sions, and in order that the lines of each one may be clparly designated, ha 
shall compel the colonists, within the term of one year, to mark their lines 
and to establish fixed and permanent corners. 

A*. 7. He shall appoint under his own responsibility the Surveyor, 
who must survey the land scientifically, requiring him previously to take 
an oath truly and faithfully to discharge the duties of his office. 

Art 8. He shall form a manuscript book of paper of the 3d. stamp, in 
which shall be written the titles of the lands jlistributed to the colonists, 
specifying the names, the boundaries, and other requisites^ and legal cir¬ 
cumstances; arid a certified copy of each title shall,be taken from said 
book on paper of the 2d. stamp, which,, shall be delivered to the interested 
person as his title. 

Artt. 9. Each settler 9hall pay the value of the stamp paper used in issu¬ 
ing his title both for-the original and copy. 

Art. 10. This book shall be preserved in the archives of the new colony, 
and an exact f >r n of it snail be tr ms.nitted to the govern ment, specifying 
the numberof cplonists with their names, and the quantity of land grant¬ 
ed to each one, distinguishing that which is farming land" with or with¬ 
out the facilities of irrigation, and that which, is gra nted as grazing land. 

Art. 11. He shall select the site which may be the most suitable for the 
establishment of the town or towns, which are to be founded agreeably to 
the number of families composing the colony, and keeping in view the pro¬ 
visions of the law of colonization on this subject. 

Art. 12. A'ter selecting the site destined /or the new town, he shall 
takeuearo that the base lines run north and south, east and west, and ha 
wifj .esignate a public squ ire oae nandred and twenty varas on each side, 
exethsive of the streets, which shall be called the principal or constitutional 
square , and this shall be the central point from which the streets shall run, 
for the formation of squares and blocks in conformity with the model here¬ 
to annexed. , 

Art. 13. The block situated on the east side of the principal square, shall 
be destined for the chprch, curates house, and other ecclesiastical build¬ 
ings. The block on the west side of said square shall be designated for 
public builings of the municipality. In some other suitable situation a 
block skull he designated for a market square, another for a jail, and 
house ofborrection, another for a school, and other edifices for public in¬ 
struction, and another beyohd the limits of the town for a burial ground. 
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Art. 14. Hg shall oa his responsibility cause the streets to be laid off 
Straight, and that they are twenty varas wide, to promote the health of the 
town. 

Art. 15. Mechanics, who at the time of founding a new town, present 
themselves to settle in it, shall have the right of receiving one lot a piece 
without any qther cost than the necessary stamp paper for issuing the title, 
and the light tax of one dollar annually for the construction of the church. 

Art. 16. The lots spoken of in the preceeding article shall be distributed 
by lot, with the exception of the empresario, w ho shall bq entitled to any 
two lots he may select. 

Art. 17. The other lots shall be valued by appraisers according to their 
situation, and sold to the other colonists at their appraised value. In case 
there should be a number of applicants for the same lot, owing to its situa¬ 
tion or other circumstances which may excite competition, it shall be de¬ 
cided by lot as prescribed in the preceeding article, the product of said 
•lots shall be appropriated to the building of a church in said town. 

Art. 18. He shall in union with the empresario, promote the settlement 
of each town by the inhabitants belonging to its jurisdiction, who take lots 
in it, and cause them to construct houses on said lots within a limited^ime 
under the penalty of forfeiting them. , ^ 

Art^H). He shall form a manuscript book of each new town, in which, 
shall be written the titles of *e lots which are given as a donation or sold, 
specifying their boundaries and other necessary circumstances, a certified 
copy of each one ofstfhich on the corresponding stamp shall fcfe delivered to 
the interested person as his title. 

Art. 20 He shall form a topographical plan of each town that may be 
founded, and transmit it to the government, keeping a copy of it ih the 
said register book of the colony. 

Art. 21. He shall see that at the crossing of each of the rivers on thc- 
public roads, where a town is founded a ferry is established at the cost of 
•the inhabitants of said town, a moderate rate of ferriage shall be establish¬ 
ed to pay the salary of the ferryman and the cost of th^ necessary boats, 
■and the balance shall be applied to the public funds of the towns. 

Art. 22. In places where there is no towns and where ferrieffare necessary, 
the colonists who may be settled there shall be charged with the establish¬ 
ment of the ferry, collecting a moderate ferriage until such ferries are rent¬ 
ed out for the use of the state. Any colonist who wishes to establish a 
ferry on the terms above indicated, shall form an exaet and certified ac¬ 
count of the costs which he may be at for the building Jlfe boats, and also 
an account of the produce of the ferry, in order that wKen said ferry is 
rented out for the use of the state, he shall have a right to receive the a- 
mount of said expences which had not already been covered by the pro¬ 
duce of the ferry, which for the present he will collect. 

Art. 23. He shall preside at the popular elections mentioned in the 40th. 
article of the colonization law for the appointment of the Ayuntamiento, 
and shall nut the elected in possession of their offices. 

Art. 24. He shall take special care that the portions of land granted 
to the colonists by article 14, 15, and 16, shall be measured by the surveyors 
■with accuracy, and -not permit any one to include more land than is 
designated bv law, under the penalty of being personally responsible. 

Art. 25. Should any colonist solicit in conformity with the 17th. article 
of the law an augmentation of land beyond that designated in the preceed- 
ins articles on account of the size of his family, industry, or capital, he 
•hall present hi3 petition in writing to the commissioner stating all the 
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reasons on which he founds his petition, who shall transmit it to the Goy« 
ernor of the state, together with his opinion, for which opinion he shall bo 
responsible in the most rigid manner, in order that the Governor may de» 
cide on the subject. 

Art. 26. All the public instruments, titles, or other documents, issued by 
.the commissioner, shall be written in Spanish, the memorials, decrees, ana 
reports of the colonists or empresarios on any subject whatever, shall be 
written in the same language, whether they are to be transmitted to the 
government, or preserved in the archives of the colony. 

Art. 27. All public instruments or titles of possession, and the copies 
signed by the commissioner, shall be attested by two assistant witnesses. 

Art. 28. The commissioner shall be personally responsible for all acts 
or measures performed by him contrary to the colonization law of 
these instructions. 

A Copy—Saltillo, September 4th. 1827. . 

TO ERIN A. > Secretaries of the 

* ARCINIEGA. $ Legislature, 

v A Copy, JUAN ANTONIO PADILLA* 

Secretary of State. 






CIVIL REGULATIONS, 



Charged by the Superior Authorities of the Mexican Nation with the 
Administration of Justice in this Colony, until its organization is com¬ 
pleted, and observing that much difficulty and confusion, arises from the 
want of copies of the laws and forms, which regulate judicial proceed¬ 
ings before the alcaldes: it having been impracticable,' as yet, to obtain 
them with translations; I have thought proper, in order to remedy these 
embarrassments and to establish an uniform mode of process before the al¬ 
caldes, throughout the Colony, toiorxn provisionally, and until the Su¬ 
perior Government directs otherwise, the following regulations: [a] 

Article 1. THERE shall be appointed by the judge of the colony an 
Alguazil sheriff, to serve the process and execute the decrees of the said 
judge, and also a constable for each district to serve the process of the al¬ 
caldes, who shall before they enter upon the duties of their office, take an 
oath, to support the constitution of the Mexican nation, and faithfully to 
discharge the duties of their office. The alguazil shall give bond with at 
least two securities in the sum of one thousand dollars,"and the constable 
shall give bond and security in the sum offive hundred dollars, each condi¬ 
tioned faithfully to account fdy, and pay over, all money collected by them 
according to law; the securities of the constable shall be approved of by 
the alcaldes, subject to the revision of the judge, which bond shall he in 
form following: “ We or either of us promise to pay to the judge of Aus¬ 
tins colony, the sum of one thousand dollars, or five hundred dollars (as 
the case may be,) for the payment of which we bind ourselves our heirs 
and assigns;—The condition of the above obligation is such, that whereas 
L. M. one of the parties to this bond, has been appointed alguazil, (or con¬ 
stable as the case may be,) of the district of- in said colony 

Now therefore, should the said L. M. well and truly execute and discharge 
the duties of said office of alguazil (or constable as the case may be,) and 
pay over all monies collected by him in his official capacity according to 
law, then this bond shall be null and void, otherwise to be in full force. 
Witness A. B. alcalde. 

(a.) These Regulations are not now in force; the colony was governed 
"by them to the 1st. February, 1828—See page 16, of the introduction. 
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Ar(. 2. The alcalde of each district shall keep a docket or register of all 

his official acts, which shall be headed u Docket of the District of-—— 

during the administration of-alcalde of said district for the year 

-—” which shall be certified at the end, in the form following: “ I 

certify that the foregoing docket composed of - mges contains a true 

record of all my official proceedings as alcalde of the district of- 

in the year-, A. B. alcalde. “ which docket thus certified shall be 

delivered by the alcalde to his successor in office, together with all the offi¬ 
cial papers, and a transcript of all the suits and other unfinished business 
then pending, all which shall be finished bythe now alcalde in it* regular 
order, and should a vaainl^ ofccu>inthe diice of alcalde balbri the regu¬ 
lar term of service expires, the new amalde appointed to fill said vacancy, 
shall immediately take possession ol said docket and of all the official pa- 

Art. 3. Any person having cause of complaint against another, within the 
jurisdiction of an alcalde must present a written petition to the alcalde of 
the proper district, stating in axshort but clear manner the cause and na¬ 
ture of his complaint, to which the aclalde will attatch a summons in the 

form following—“ Austin’s Colony District of-the constable of 

said district is commanded to summons the above named C. D. if to be 
found in the district, to appear before me A. B. alcalde of said district, at 
my office (or wherever the suit is to be tried,) between the hours of 9 o’clock 

A. M. and 3 o’clock P. M. on the-day of-to answer thea- 

bove complaint of E. F and on or before that day this summons and the 

proceedings thereon must be returned to my office—Given this-day of 

-A. B. alcalde.” 

Art. 4. The alcalde will fix the return day of the summons at his discre¬ 
tion according to the situation of the parties, or peculiar circumstances of 
the case, allowing a reasonable time for the service of the summons and 
the attendance of the parties. The summons must be served by the con¬ 
stable at least five days before the return day, allowing in addition one day 
for every fifteen miles travel to the place where the summons is made re¬ 
turnable. 

Art. 5. JThe constable in serving the summons shall read to defendant 
the complaint and the summons in order that he may know what he has to 
answer to. 

Art. 6. Should defendant be absent from £he district it shall be a law- 
fill summons to leave a copy of the complaint and summons, certified by 
the constable at defendant’s house or last place of residence with some one. 
of his white family. 

Art. 7. Should defendant not appear either in person or by agent on 
the day appointed for the return of the summons, judgement by default 
may be entered against him by the alcalde at his discretion, according to 
the circumstances of the case, and a notice shall then be issued by the al¬ 
calde, and served on him by the constable in form following: “ District of 

—— judgement by default was entered in my office on the-day 

of-- against C. D. in favor of E. F. for the sum of $ -and costs 

of suit; the constable of said district is-therefore commanded to notifiv said 

C. D. that unless-he appears before me, at my office on the-- day of 

■-between the hours of 9 o’clock A. M. and 3 P. M. and show ca use 

why said judgement should not be final, an execution will issue thereon at 
which time, and place, this notice and the proceeding-' thereon must be re¬ 
turned—Given under my hand this —— day of———, A, B. alcaldes’* 
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which notice shall be served in the same manner as in caseofa summons. 
The cost of said notice and of the service thereof shall in all cases be paid 
by defendant. 

Art. 8. Should the plaintiff not appear either in person or by agent on 
on the day appointed, the suit shall be dismissed at his cost. 

Art. 9. On the appearance of the parties either in person or by agent, it 
shall be the duty of the alcalde to try in the first place, and effect an ami¬ 
cable compromise between them; should this be ineffectual and the sum in 
dispute is over ten dollars, he shall demand whether either of the parties wish 
for an arbitration, and if neither of them wish it, the alcalde shall then 
proceed to determine the case according to evidence and give judgment. 

Art. 10. If the sum in dispute exceeds ten dollars, and either party de¬ 
mands an arbitrator, the alcalde shall direct each of them to choose one 
arbitrator. He shall then at his discretion appoint a day for trial, so as 
to allow a reasonable time for the arbitrators and witnesses to attend, and 
issue a summons for the arbitrators, to be served by the constable in the 
form following—“District of-E F. versus C. D. The consta¬ 

ble of said district is commanded to summon G. H. and J. K. to appear 
before me at my office (or wherever the case is to be tried) on the day of 

-between the hours of 9 o’clock A. M. and 3 o’clock P. M. to serve 

as arbitrators in the above suit, at which time and place this summons and 
the proceedings 1 hereon must be returned to me”—Given, &c. A. B. Alcalde. 

Art. 11. No person can be an arbitrator who is related to either party 
nearer than the 4th degree, or who is in any manner interested in the e- 
vent of the suit directly or indirectly, or who is notoriously a man of bad 
character. 

Art. 12. Any person summoned as an arbitrator shall serve unless ex¬ 
cused by the alcalde, under the fine of ten dollars. 

Art. 13. The arbitrators shall receive fifty cents, and five cents milage 
going and returning, to be taxed with the other costs. 

Art. 14. On the appearance of the arbitrators at the time and place ap¬ 
pointed, the alcalde shall first swear the arbitrators to answer truly to such 
questions as he may ask, and the alcalde shall then put the following in¬ 
terrogations to each of them: “Are you related to either of the parties in this 
case nearer than the 4th. degree! Are you in any manner interested in 
the event of this suit, directly or indirectly!” And should it appear to the 
satisfaction of the alcalde that neither of them were related to either party, 
nor interested in the event of the suit, nor were of infamous character, he 
shall swear them impartially to try and determine the suit or controver¬ 
sy then pending between E. F\ and C. D. and to give a true verdict ac¬ 
cording to evidence. The alcalde shall then swear the witnesses, and in 
conjunction with the arbitrators proceed to hear the evidence and decide 
the case, any two of them concurring, shall be sufficient to arive a verdict, 
on which judgment, shall be entered by the alcalde. Should the arbitra¬ 
tors not attend or be reiected for cause, others shall be named and summon¬ 
ed and a new day oftrial appointed. 

Art. 15. The Alcalde may at his discretion postpone a case and appoint 
a newday of trial for want of evidence,on either party’' -hewing on oath 
to the satisfaction of the alcalde, that due diligence had been used to pro¬ 
cure his evidence; provided that said postponement shall be at the cost of 
the party applying for it. 

Art. 16. The jurisdiction of the alcaldes shall extend to all sums under 
two hundred dollars, sums over that amount will be decided by the judge 
•df the colony. 
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Art. 17. The decision of the alcalde alone shall be final in all sums un¬ 
der lei) dollars, and in all sums over ten and under twenty-five, toe decis¬ 
ion of the alcalde alone (if no arbitrator was demanded,) or of the arbi- 
trrs ors if they were called on, shall also be final. 

Art. 18. Tnejudgment shall in all cases conform as nearly as practical 
bie to the contract of the parties, that is if the contract is for money the 
judgment must be for money, and if property, or a specific kind of proper¬ 
ty, th. udgment must be entered accordingly, always taking into consul- 
erati on die vaiae of the property at the time the debt was due and the lost 
austdoed by not receiving it according to contract; and the execution 
mu- ssuefor so much in cash, or so much in property, according to the 
judgment and the circumstances of the case. 

Art. 19. Stay of execution may jre allowed by the alcaldes, at'thei# 
discretion, according to the situation of the parties or the peculiar circum¬ 
stances of the case on giving good security, as follows: On all sums un¬ 
der twenty-five dollars, twenty-live days; on all sums over twenty-five dol¬ 
lars and un-ler fifty dollars, forty days; on sums over fifty dollars and under 
seventy-five dollars, sixty days; on sums over seventy-five dollars and un¬ 
der one hundred dollars, eighty days; on sums over one hundred dollars & 
under one hundred and fifty dollars, one hundred days; and on sums over 
one hundred and fifty dollars, 129 days. The alcaldes may at their discretion 
allow ten days for the party to procure the securities for stay of execution. 

Art. 20. Either party shall have the right of appealing from the decis* 
ion of the alcalde where the sum exceeds twenty-five dollars, by giving at' 
least two goo 1 and sn ficient securities, to be approved of by*the alcalde, 
subject to the revision of the judge of the colony for double the amountof 
the judgment and cons. The party wishing to appeal, shall notify the 
alcalde thereof when the judgment is declared, and ten days may then be 
allowed, aim at the discretion of the alcalde to procure his securities. The 
alcalde shall enter on his docket that the party had given notice of his in¬ 
tention to appeal, and shall write an appeal bond in form following : “W^ 

or either of us, promise to pay the sum of $ -to E. F. for the payment 

of which we bind ourselves, our heirs, and assigns. The condition of the a- 
bove obligation is such, that whereas the said E. F. obtained a judg¬ 
ment against C- 19. one of the parties to this bond before A. B. alcalde 

for the district of-in Austin’s colony, on the —— day of-for 

the sum of $-debt and damages and-dollars costs of suit, from 

which judgment said C. D. appeals; now therefore should the said C.' 
D. prosecute said appeal and fully execute and comply with the judg¬ 
ment which the judge of ihis o.ddny may givt on said appeal, and pay tt» 
said E. F. the amount of money or nroperty awarded to him by the judg¬ 
ment of said judge together with the costs of suit, then this obligation to be" 
null and void, otherwise to be in fixH force.—Given under our hands this 
-day of-. Witness A. B. Alcalde.” And should the plain¬ 
tiff i vieal, the bond shall be taken for double the amount of the costs al- 
rea !y accrued, and conditioned to abide by the final judgment of thejudge 
of the colony. The alcalde shall then enter upon his docket the date and 
amount of the bond and the names of the securities, and shall make out a 
transcript of all the proceedings in the case and send them up within twen¬ 
ty days, together with the appeal bond and all the depositions and papers 
of the case, in a sealed packet, to the judge of the colony. Should the 
judge of the colony decide that the appeal was entered for frivolous causes , 
for the object of delay, he shall condemn the apneT 'nt to pay the appeK 
lea twenty per cent, damages oa the amount of the judgment. 
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Art. 21. Should no stay of execution nor appeal be entered, an execu¬ 
tion shall issue returnable at ihe discretion of the alcalde within sixty days,, 
which execution shall be in the form following—“Austin’s colony, district 
oi——— E. F. versus C. D. The constable of said district is hereby coin- 
jnanded to seize and expose to public sale according to law, the property 
of C. D. the defendant in the above suit or so much thereof as may be ne¬ 
cessary to pay E. F. the plaintiff in the above suit, the sum of $-and 

costs of suit, being the amount of a judgment entered in my office on the 

- day of-i—- against said C. D. in favor of E. F. and should 

the said C. D. have no property, the constable is commanded to take the- 
body of said C. D. and bring him to me at ray office—this execution and 

proceedings thereon must be returned to ray office within-days; 

Given this -- day of- 

Art. 22. The constable shall as soon as may be after the receipt of said 
execution, levy upon and seize as much property of the person against 
whom it is issued as will be sufficient to satisfy the debt and costs, and! 
shall then advertise the same for sale, giving at least thirty days notice in 
case of real property, negroes or imperishable property, and at least ten 
days notice in case the property is of a perishable nature, oris in danger of 
being destroyed or lost by longer delay; which notice shall be posted up in 
at least four of the mostpubho and conspicuous places in the district. 

Art. 23. In case no property belonging to-defendant can be found by the 
constable and his body should be siezed, the alcalde shall examine into his 
circumstances, and should it appear to the satisfaction of the alcalde that 
defendant had not fraudulently conveyed his property out of his hands, or 
concealed it to elude the payment of hisjust debts, he shall discharge him; 
but should it appear to the satisfaction of the alcalde that defendant had 
fraudulently conveyed away, or concealed his property, .then in such cast* 
the alcade may at his discretion hire out the defendant td the highest bid 
der, until his wages paid the debt. 

Art. 24. Should any one make oath to the satisfaction of the alcalde 
that any person was justly indebted to him in a specific sum then due or 
due at some future period, and that said person was about to abscond or 
remove from this colony, or was about to remove his property, so that the 
debt was in danger of being lost, the alcalde may at his discretion issue an 
attachment returnable forthwith to seize the property of the person thus 
about to remove or abscond, or to sdize his person and detain said property 
or the person until a judgment and execution should issue in the case, 
provided that said attachment may be raised and the property and person 
released on giving good and sufficient appearance bail, to be approved of 
bv the alcalde; and provided that the person suing out said attachment 
gives sufficient security to indemnify the defendant, should it appear that 
the attachment was sued out without just cause. 

Art. 25. Should it appear to the alcade that any person who was securi¬ 
ty for the stay of execution, or security on an appeal bond, or in a spe¬ 
cial bail bond, or security for a constable, was about to abscond or remove 
from the colony, or was about to remove bis property so that it could not be 
coine at in the event of its becoming liable, he may at his discretion de¬ 
tain said property Or said person, until other and satisfactory security was 
entered. 

Art. 26. Should any person make oath to the satisfation of the alcalde 
that any one was about to remove out of this colony any property to which 
such person had the legal posse* ion forj.be time being, but not a legal tide*, 
and that such property was in danger of being lost to its legal owner by 
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such removal, the alcalde may at his discretion cause such person to appear' 
forthwith before him with the said property and compel him to give up said 
property to its legal owner, or give security that it should not be removed 
out of this colony. 

Arl. 27. In all cases where the cause of action accrued out of this nation* 
neither party being a citizen or inhabitant of this nation at the time when 
the debt was contracted,application must be made to the judge of the colony. 

Art. 28. In case the right of property should be disputed, the alcalde 
shall summon the parties to appear before him and decide the case. 

Art. 29. The Alcalde may at his discretion appoint one regular court 
day per month, and make all summonses returnable accordingly. 

Art. 30. The following is established as the Fee Bill, of the several ofli. 
cers mentioned: 

Alcalde's Fees —Issuing a criminal Warrant 4 bits, 

do. For a forthwith Summons 3 bits, 

do. Subpoena 2 bits., 

do. Summons 2 bits, 

do. Subpoena for arbitration 2 bits, 

do. Judgment 3 bits, 

do. Entering stay of execution 2 bits.. • 

do. Entering appeal and writing appeal bond 8 bits, 

do. Issuing execution 2 bits, 

do. Entering special bail and taking bond in 

case of attachment 3 bits, 

do. Recording for every 100 words 1-2 bit. 

Alguassil and Constable fees —Serving criminal warrant 8 bits, 

do Serving a forthwith warrant 4 bits., 

do Summons 2 bits, 

do Subpoena 2 bits, 

do Summoning Arbitrators or jury 3 bits! 

do Milage going and returning, 5 cents a mile, 

do Levying an execution 2 bits, 

do Selling property and collecting money, 4 per 
cent on sums under $200 and 1 per cent, on every 
$100 after. 

Given at the Town of San Felipe de Austin in the province of Texas, 
this22d. dhy of January 1824,4th. year of the independence and 3d. year 
of the liberty of the Mexican Nation. STEPHEN F. AUSTIN. 

(Additional Articles dictated by the Political Chief of the Province of Texas ) 

Art 31. Should any persou take up a stray, animal that appears to have 
been owned by some one, he shall within eight days give notice thereof to 
the alcalde of the district, in writing, together with a full description of 
the stray, its marks and brands, which written description must be certified 
to be correct, by at least two disinterested witnesses. The alcalde shall 
enter said notice in his record book, ami immediately advertise the same; 
and should no owner appear within six months, to claim said stray, the 
. alcalde shall sell it at public sale, and deliver the proceeds to the political 
chief of the colony, to be deposited in the funds of the colony, to be paid, 
over to the legal owner, if called for within one year, and if not called for 
in that time, to be applied to public uses. There shall be allowed to 
the persou who takes up a stray one dollar, if it is a horse or mare; one dol¬ 
lar and a half, if it is a mule, and half a dollar if it is a yearling; and a 
reasonable compensation for taking up the stray, tt be decided by the tfl? 
calde. 
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Art. 32. Each person will choose his own mark or brand, and enter it on 
Sfecord, in the office of the alcalde of the district, who may receive 26 
cents therefor: and a person who has thus recorded his mark or brand, shall 
have the preference thereto, over any other; and should another settle 
near him with a similar mark or brand, the alcalde may compel him to 
•liter it. 

STEPHEN F. AUSTIN. 

San Felipe de Austin, May 23d, 1824. 4th. & 3d. 

[ Translation.] 

In the Town of San Felipe de Austin, 24th May, 1824—Jose Antonio 
■Saucedo, First Member of the Most Excellent Deputation, and Political 
Chief of the Province of Texas: Having seen the thirty-two articles which 
are contained in the foregoing regulations, and informed of their contents, 
by means of the translation, which I have received of them, in the Spanish 
language, and considering how important the observance of all and each 
one of them is, for the preservation of good order in this new colonial es¬ 
tablishment, I have approved them, as by this decree, I do approve them, 
in order that they may provisionally and temporarily govern; and in all 
cases that may occur, all the territorial authorities shall be regulated by 
them in this district, until sanction and circulation is given to the consti¬ 
tution and general laws of the government, and particularly those of tha 
stale; ordering that after having published them in customary form copies 
shall be made, authorised by the principal judge Stephen F. Austin, and 
delivered to the respective alcaldes for their observance and compliance. 
By this act I order it, and have signed it in presence of two witnesses, fof v 
the want of a Secretary, as is required in such cases, and to this I givi 
^ftll faith, (Signed) JOSE ANTONIO SAUCEPO. 

Witnesses, David McCormick, John Austin. 
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*TO ALL PERSONS—Charged by the Superior Authorities of the Mexi* 
' m can Nation with the Government of this Colony, until its organization- 
is completed, and observing that the public peace and safety of the set* 
tiers is jeopardized by the pilfering depredations of strolling partiesof In¬ 
dians and Robbers,, and also that the good order of the Colony is endan¬ 
gered by the introduction and transit of men of bad character, and, its 
good morals scariflalized by their irregular conduct; I have thought pro¬ 
per, in order more effectually to insure good government, security, and 
tranquility, to Decree as follows:— 

■ Article 1. On the appearance of any Indian or Indians in the neighbor* 
hood of any of the settlements of this colony, whose conduct justifies a her 
lief, that their intentions are to steal, or commit hostilities, or who threat¬ 
en any settler, or are rude to women or children, it shall be the duty of all 
and every person to take siyph Indian or Indians into custody, if in his or 
their power to do so, and convey them forthwith to the nearest alcalde, hr 
captain of Militia, avoiding the use of arms in all cases, unless compelled 
to resort to them. 

Art. 2. In case the Indian or Indians mentioned in the last article, 
should be so numerous as to require a strong party to take them, and the 
men in the immedia te neighborhood are insufficient, it shall be the duty of 
the persons who first discovered them, or who are most interested in their 
removal, to give notice thereof to the nearest captain of the Miiltia, and 
should it appear probable to said captain, that said Indian? are of suspi¬ 
cious character, or that they had behaved improperly, he shall forthwith 
call out as many men as may be necessaryfio pursue and take said Indi¬ 
ans prisoners, always avoiding the use of arms if possible. 

Art. 3. The alcalde or captain before whom said indians are brought, 
shall examine them, hearing testimony as to their conduct, and should it 
appear that said Indians are of a suspicious character, or that they live at 
a distance, and are rambling through the province without licence from the 
proper authority, & under suspicious circumstances, it shall be the duty of 
said alcalde or captain, to order said indians to depart immediately from 
the neighborhood of all the settlements of this colony, under the penalty of 
receiving severe chastisement, if taken under similar circumstances a- 
second time, and they shall then be sent under guard beyond the settlements 
or delivered to the chiefs of their nation, who shall be informed of the 
circumstances of the case, and admonished to krep their men at home. 

Art. 4. Should it app&r on examination as aforesaid that said indianp- 
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-bad been rude to, or ill treated any settlers without cause or provocation, 
it shall be the duty of said alcalde or captain, to punish said iudian or in- 
dians according to the nature of the offence, with any number of lashes, 
not exceeding twenty-five, and if deemed necessary send them under guard 
beyond the limits of the settlements or deliver them to the chiefs of their na¬ 
tion, giving an account of their conduct and the punishment they had re- 

Art. 5. No person within this colony shall ill treat, or in any manner a- 
buse any indian or indians, without just cause, under the penalty of ono 
hundred dollars fine for the first offence, and two hundred dollars for the 
second, but shall treat them at all times and in all places in a friendly, hu¬ 
mane and civil manner, so long as they deserve it. 

Art. 6. Should any murder, theft, robbery, or other depredations be 
committed it shall be the duty of any person to apprehend the criminal or 
criminals concerned in it, if in his or their power to do so, and convey him 
or them to the nearest alcalde, for which purpose they are authorized to use 
arms.—If the criminal or criminals have fled or are in force, information 
shall be given on oath to the nearest mititia officer or alcalde who, shall 
forthwith raise men and follow the criminal or criminals, and should he 
or they be overtaken and refuse to surrender, make resistance, or attempt 
to escape by flight, the officer in command may order his men to fire on and 
kill said criminal or criminals,he being always responsible for the death or 
ill-treatment of an innocent person—The prisoners shall be brought.in and 
delivered to the alcalde of the district for trial, and the stolen property 
recovered, shall also be delivered to the said alcalde to be returned to the 
legal owners; and should any property be taken belonging to the crimin¬ 
al or criminals, it shall also be delivered to the alcalde, who shall immedi¬ 
ately send an inventory therof, together with an exact account of all the- 
proceedings in the case, to the superior judge of the colony. 

Art. 7. No gambling of any description under any pretext or name shall 
"be permitted in this colony, and the person or persons who violates this ar¬ 
ticle shall be fined on conviction thereof in a sum not less than twenty, 
nor more than two hundred dollars, and moreover shall forfeit the wheel, 
table, cards, or other instrument, thing or machine, used for gambling; and 
the person who permits any gambling in his house, or on his premises, shall 
be fined in a sum not less than twenty, nor more than two hundred dollars 
—Horse racing being calculated to improve the breed of houses, is not in¬ 
cluded in the above prohibition, but no debt contracted thereby shall be re¬ 
coverable in law. 

Ari. 8. Profane swearing and drunkeness are misdemeanors against the 
good morals and good order of the colony, and any person convicted 
thereof, shall be fined in a sum h,r ess than one dollar nor more than ten. 
Any person convicted of habitual (trnnkenness shall moreover, be liable to 
be imprisioned in the common jail, any number of hours not exceeding 
forty-eight—The alcalde shall execute and carry into full effect this arti¬ 
cle without first sending the proceedings to the superior judge as is provi¬ 
ded in the 19th. article. 

Art. 9. Living publicly with a woman as man and wife, without being 
first lawfully united by the bands of matrimony, is a gross violation of the 
laws of this nation, and a high misdemeanour, & the man or woman who is 
convicted thereof, shall be fined in a sum not less than one hundred dollars 
bor more than five hundred, and be liable to be condemned to hard labor 
srtl public works, until the superior government of the province, decides on 
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the case—This article is not to take effect as regards the cases that now ex^ 
ist, until sixty days after the arrival of the curate of this colony. 

Art. 10. No person within this colony shall harbour or protect any rm- 
'' away slave belonging to any person within this colony or out of it, but shall 
immediately give information or deliver said slave to his owner, or to an 
alcalde if the slave belongs within this colony, and to the >11 peri or judge, 
if snch slave is from a foreign country, or any other part of this nation — 
Any person who violates this article, shall on conviction thereof, pay all 
the damages which the owner of such slave may sustain in consequence of 
the loss of his labor, and shall moreover be finable in any sum not exceeding 
five hundred dollars, and be condemned to hard labor on public works until 
the superior government decides on the case. 

Art. 11. Any person who shall be convicted of stealing any slave or 
slaves, or enticing, or inducing them to runaway, shall be fined in a sum 
not exceeding one thousand dollars and be condemned to hard labor on 
the public works, until the superior government decides on the case. 

Art 12. Any slave who shall sleal any money or property, shall on com. 
viction thereof be punished with any number of lashes not less than ten 
iior more than one hundred, and the property shall be returned; the own¬ 
er or his agent shall be notified to attend at the trial—Should the owner or 
liis agent not wish to have the slave whipped he shall have the privilege 
of preventing it by paying three times the amount of the property stolen, 
one third of which shall go to the owner of said property, and the other 
two thirds to public uses; the master to pay the costs. 

Art. 13. It shall be the duty.of every person who shall find any slave 
from his master’s premises without a pass from his master or overseer, to 
tie him up and give him ten lashes, and should the appearance of such 
slave justify the belief that he had runaway, it shall be the duty of the per¬ 
son who takes him up to deliver him to his owner or overseer, or to the' near¬ 
est alcalde, who shall immediately notify the master thereof, and the said 
owner or his agent shall in such cases pay to the person apprehending said, 
negro, and to the alcalde should said slave be delivered to him, all reason¬ 
able costs and ex ppnees. 

Art. 14. No person shall trade or traffic with any slave without permis¬ 
sion from the owner or his agent, under the penalty of paying a fine of not 
Jess than twenty-five nor more than one hundred dollars, and also of pay¬ 
ing treble the amount of the property purchased from such slave should it 
appear that it had been stolen. 

Art. 15. Any person who shall be convicted ol stealing any money, horse, 
or other property, shall r>ay treble the amount of the property stolen and 
be condemned to hard labor on public works until the superior govern¬ 
ment decid es on the c ase. 

Art. 16. Any person who shall wiltfre'y. or maliciously assault another, 
«r who shall maim, beat, abuse, or ilftreat him or her, shall on conviction 
thereof be fined in any sum not exceeding one hundred dollars and be lia¬ 
ble to imprisonment not exceeding three months, and shall moreover give 
security for his good behaviour, and also be liable in a suit for damages to 
the nerson injured. 

Art. 17. Any person who shall falsely and maliciously slander another, 
shall on conviction thereof be fined in a sum not less than ten no mor> than 
one hundred dollars, and shall moreover be liable in a civil suit to the par¬ 
ty injured. 

Art. 18. Anv nerson who shall intro-luce into this colony any counter- 
Jfcit paper or metal money, whether of this-nation or any foreign nation, 9$ 
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■jfho shall pass or attempt to pass any such money knowing or believing it 
to be counterfeit, shall on conviction thereof pay a fine of double the a- 
jnountofthemouey introduced, or passed, or attempted to be passed, and 
shall moreover be condemned to hard labor on public works until the su¬ 
perior government decides on the case. 

Art. 19. Should it come to the knowledge of any alcalde that any per¬ 
son has been guilty of any crime, gross immorality, breach of the peace, 
or other violation of the laws, or of this decree, he shall forthwith cause 
such person to appear before him, and make a complete record of the testi¬ 
mony & proceedings in the case, compelling the attendance of witnesses on 
both sides, or issuing a commission to take depositions, where the witnesses 
lire without the district, and taking the declaration of the accused, in 
writing, which record together with the opinion of the alcalde, and the 
virdict of a jury of six disinterested and honest men, who shall be sum¬ 
moned & sworn by said alcalde, to decide on the the factsin the case, shall 
be sent up to the superior judge, as soon as possible for final judgment. The 
prisoner shall have the right of sending to said superiorjudge his defence in 
writing, or'should he be unable to write, or have no friend to do it for him, 
the alcalde shall cause whathe may dictate to be written. Should it appear 
that the crime is capital, or of a nature to deserve corporal punishment, 
such alcalde shall detain the accused as a prisoner & cause him to be guarded 
and if necessary put him in irons, or in stocks until judgment is finally pro¬ 
nounced, for which purpose and until a jail is provided, the alcalde is 
hereby authorised to summon men as a guard, who shall serve and be res¬ 
ponsible for the prisoner, under the penalty of the fine imposed by the 7th 
article of the instructions, given by order of Jthe Governor of this province, 
to the alcaldes on the 26th day of NovemJ^r, 1822. And should the of¬ 
fence not merit corporal punishment, the said alcalde may at his discre¬ 
tion release the prisoner on bail, subject to appear and abide by the final 
judgment in the case. 

Art. 20. Should it come to the knowledge of any alcalde, that a person 
of bad character, a vagabond, or a fugitive from justice is within the lim¬ 
its of his district, either as a traveller or resident inhabitant, it shall be the 
dn ty of such alcalde, to cause such person to appear forthwith before him, to 
,aTiswer to such accusation and to such interrogatories as the alcalde may 
■deem proper to put; and after recording the evidence on both sides, and 
the interrogatories and answers, the said record, together with the opinion 
of the alcalde and the defence of the person, shall be sent up to the supe¬ 
riorjudge for final judgment, and the alcalde may detaiu 6uch person as 
a prisoner until a final decision, .should it appear that the public security 
and common good require it. iw 

Art. 21. Any person who shall oppose the administration of justice or 
prevent the execution of any legal process, order or decree, or shall insult 
or abuse any alcalde or other officer while in the exercise of his official du¬ 
ties, shall on conviction thereof before the alcalde, be fined by him, in any 
suei not exceeding fifty dollars, & be imprisoned not exceeding one month ; 
and should the case be a flagrant one, he shall moreover be liable to a cri¬ 
minal nrosecution, and on conviction, be condemned to hard labor on. 
public works, until the superior government decides on the case. 

Art. 22. In all cases where a person fined is unable to pay said fine or- 
to give security therefor, he Shall be condemned to labor on public works 
until his wages, at the usual rates allowed in the country, will amount to 
.said fine. 

Art. 23, In all criminal cases, the party canvictcd shall pay the cost?. 
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for which purpose his property may be seized and sold under an execution, 
from the alcalde of the district 

Art. 24. All writs, warrants, and executions, in 'criminal cases shall 
be issued in the name of the Mexican nation. 

Art. 25. Should any piratical or other vessels of a doubtful o r -suspici¬ 
ous character appear on the coast or enter any river or inlet within this col¬ 
ony it shall be the duty of the person or persons who discovers them to giv» 
immediate information thereof to the nearest alcalde or to the political 
chief of the colony. 

Art. 26. All fines shall be applied by the alcalde under the direction and 
superintendance of the superior judge to the u.se of schools and other pub¬ 
lic purposes: and that this decree may arrive at the notice of all, I hav* 
caused it to be published and posted up in the most public places, hereby 
ordering and commanding all civil and militia officers and inhabitants of 
this colony to enforce and obey it under the pains and penalties prescribed 
by the laws in such cases.—Given at the town of San Felipe de Austin, in 
the province of Texas, this 22d. day of January, 1824,—4th. year of th% 
independence, and 3d. of the liberty of the Mexican nation. 

STEPHEN F. AUSTIN. 

(Approved by the Political Chief of Texa* in tho easae manner as in th.e. 
civil regulations, and at the same tine.) 
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TJVb. 2. J Translation of an Official Letter from Governor Martinez, to S. f*. 

Austin, which was omitted by mistake—it ought to have come in next after 

Mo. 1, on page 29: 

Inasmuch as the supreme government of this kingdom, granted to jour 
deceased father, Mr. Moses Austin, a permission to introduce three hund¬ 
red Louisiania families who through him, solicited to establish a i.ew set¬ 
tlement in this province under my command, and that in consequence of 
the death of your father, you have come to this capital, charged by him 
^ with the said Commission for the benefit of said families; I have to say to 
you, that you can immediately proceed to the river Colorado, and exam¬ 
ine the land on its margins, which may be best suited for the location of 
the before mentioned families, informing me okthe place which you may 
have selected, in order that on the arrival of saidftmilies, a competent com¬ 
missioner may be sent to divide out, and distribute the lands; and inasmuch 
as they are permitted to transport their property by land, or by sea, as they 
may think proper; I have to inform you, that if it isdone by sea, it must 
be landed in the bay of San Bernardo, where a new port has been opened by 
the superior government, for which purpose, and in consequence of the fa¬ 
vorable information which this government has received of you ; and in or¬ 
der to facilitate the transportation of property, I grant you permission to 
sound the river Colorado, from the point where the new settlement may be 
established to its mouth, without extending the sounding any farther ; of 
all which you will form as correct a map as circumstances will permit, 
which you will transmit to me. 

I have @lso to apprise you for the information of the said new settlers, that 
all provisions for their own use, farmi'Wutensils, and tools, can be introdu¬ 
ced free of duty or charge, but all merchandize for commerce, must pay the 
established duties. 

Inasmuch as the tranquility of this province under my command, and 
even the individual interest of the said families, requires that the emigration 
| which has been granted, should be composed of honest, virtuous, tranquil, 
and industrious persons, as your deceased father offered to this government, 

I expect that you will devote the greatest care and attention, to this inter¬ 
esting point, and reject all those whc.do not no^ytss the qualifications a- 
bove indicated, or who appear to be idle, unsteady, or tur' ulent; for you 
as their head, will be responsible tf^the government for the whole of them, 
and you will be required to present documents of recommendation for each 
one of them, all of which I communicate to yon for y.urr government.— 
God preserve you many years. — Bexar 14th. August, 1-821 

ANTONIO MARTIN E Z, Gov. of Texas. 
































